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ADVERTISEMENT. 


: 
4 
— 


Our ſchemes to plan, by this world or the next, 
_ lathe ſole diff rence between wiſe and fool, 
Young. 


Tur following Letters were, moſt 
of them, written originally for the in- 
ſtruction and amuſement of a young 
female friend, without the moſt diſ- 
tant view to publication. Some cir- 
cuniiſſgnces have fince occurred which 
rendered it expedient for me to pub- 
liſh them; and I have to ſay, with 


nance 
o 


; vill ADVERTISEMENT. 


nance and ſupport of the kind friends, 
who have honoured me with their 
_ ſubſcriptions, have greatly exceeded 

my expectations; and ſhould the ſen- 
timents contained in theſe pages meet 
the approbation of the Good and 
Wiſe, I ſhall experience an inward 
ſatisfaction the 2 del we and 


n 


moſt ſmeere. 4114 
Should any of my youthful readers, 
who might not-probably before have 
conſidered the importance of the ſub- 
- jets of theſe letters, be convinced on 
_ reading them, that the enjoy liſt of 
pleaſure without alloy, depents on 
their being virtuous that beauty 
wants its faireſt ornaments, when 
aan | , unaccam- a 


* 
ADVERTISEMENT. ix 


unaccompanied by piety and diſcre- 
tion; that all accompliſhments ap- 
pear more charming when graced by 
humility;—that the greateſt advan- 
tages attendant on fortune, rank, and 
power, are the delightfu] ones of 
practiſing the dictates of juſtice, cha- 
rity, and generoſity ;—that Religion, 
ſo far from depriving them of happi- 
neſs, is the only certain road that can | 
poſſibly lead them to it; l ſhall have 
_ reaſon to bleſs the hour when I ven- 
tured to commence author. 


Bath, OR. 22, 1795- 


v4 + 


- 
"3 : "bs 54 - 
S Fa. 
4. 


1 


1 


Miſs R. Badeley, ties 1.1 
John Billingſley, eſq; Aſhwick-grove 
Mrs. Billingſley, ditto . 1 
Mrs. Bridges, London, 2 copies 


Mrs. Bingley, Surry, 6. copies. 
Maſter Bingley 


Miſs Blagrave, Bath 
Mr. Blake, Bath, gc, 
Mrs. Bradford, Bath 
0 Bayly, eſq; ditto N 
Mr. Bowſher, attorney, ditto 5 
; Mr. Breach; ditto h- 757 A C11 
ä 
"Miſs Bullock, Briſto hb 
Mr. Bull, Bath obne x5 
MIS. Bull, ditio 
- Mr, J. Bull, ditto 
- Mr. Bowden, Frome " 
- > Miſs Bowden, ditto 


* 


SUBSCRIBERS, 


Mr. Barratt, bookſeller, Bath 
Mrs. Burminſter, Surry 
Mr. Bowen, Bath 

Mrs. Babbs, Lyme 
* Mrs. Berry, London | 
Mr. Bally, bookſeller, Bath, 2 copies 
Mrs. Bellin, diito, a copies 
Miſs Bennett, dio 
Rev. James Banniſter, Wilts 
Miſs C. Beariford, Surry 
Miſs Bray, Wimbleton-common 
Mr. J. P. Batten, London, 2 copues 
Miſs Bond, Glouceſter 581 
Mr. T. Beard, ditto 
Mr. Brown, bookſeller, Briſtol 
| Mrs. Bullock, Briſtol, a copies . 
Mr. Baker, Southampton 


C. N 
Mr. Coles, Bath | 
Mr, T. Cobbe, Banbury 


Ml. Cruttwell, Bath, g copics 


Mrs. Chaſe, ditto , 
| MT Coullring Bil r 
S8. Crook, eſq; Bah 
M. G. Crook, dio 


xiv "i 8035Cn18EnE.. 


Mr. J Cook, Gloocetterſhire 
. Miſs Cook, ditto 
Mrs. Chandler, Wilts 
Mrs. R. Clare, Devizes 

Mr. Cawley, Devon 
2 | 

J. B. Cholwich, eſg; Devon, g cp 
Mrs. J. Cholwich, Bath, g copies 


M. G. Chapman, ditto 


Mrs. Croſs, Eaſt-Hays 
Miſs Collibee, Wideombe 


Nm Cruttwell, . 3 t 


Mrs. ee ditto 


Mrs. D. Collins, ditto 
Noah Chivers, eſq; ditto 


2 = n * 4% D 2 2 — — 
l - c ! r — 
— . c US AAA IO os nt 5 naw 
„ 3 . 
da gk - 9 , 5 : * ” * - 2 4 

a 1 = * 4 * 
— 2 x = 0 0 CY # 

: x \ - \ 

% 4 - = » = "Ys * = * p 
> 4 V = 1 * _ % ' i = * ny 
4 1 
= ” % . 
id - 
LY 1 6 
= 


- 
* - 
" vi ; SUBSCRIBERS. 
7 1 , * 


Miſs Elton, Gloceſter 


Mrs. Elkington, Bath 
Miſs Elkington, ditto 
Miſs M. Elkington, ditto 


- Miſs A. Elkington, ditto 


F. 
Hon. Mrs. Fitzwilliam, Bath 
Mrs. Fowell, Bah 
Miſs Fowell, ditto . 3 
W. Fryer, eſq; Gloceſterſhire 
Mrs. Fryer 
Miſs Fryer 


? 


Mr. J. Fryer 


Mrs. Freake, Wilts 
Mrs. Farrel, Bath 


Miſs Francis, Marlborough 
Miſs Freeman, Eltham 


Mrs. Ferrers, Surry 


J. Follett, eſq; London, 6 copie: 


. = 
SUBSCRIBERS. as 3 


Mr. J. Follett, Devon, g copies * - \ 
Mr. B. Follett, 2 copies L 
S. Follett, eſq; Lyme, 3 copies 
Mr. G. Follett, attorney, à copies .. , .. 
Miſs C. Fleming £ 
Mrs. G. Ford, London, a che- 


G. | 
Mrs. Gwynne, London = [22k 
Miſs Gregory, ditto OD 

Miſs S. Grote, ditto, 2 copies | | 4 

S. Gomond, eſq; Briſtol, 3 copies ' | 

Miſs Grinſell, ditto . 

Mrs. Gregg, Devon | TEA 

Mr. Guppy, dio G2") 

b 


1 „ 


xvili SUBSCRIBERS. 


MI. James Gent, Devizes 
Mr. J. Gale, dito 


. 
Sir J. Hopkins, London | 
_. Lady Hopkins, ditto 


II. Hopkins, ditto 


Mr. E. Horton, -ditto 
w. Hoſeer, eſa; ditto, 3 copies 
Mr. J. Hoſier, ditto, g copies 
8. 2 | 
Miſs Hayward, Bath 
Mr. J. Heaven, ditto 
Mrs. Haſſum, Taunton 
Mr. J. C. Horton, Bath 
MIS. S. Hope, ditio 
Mr. J. Henſley, ditto, g'cofnes 
Mrs, J. Henſley | 
Mr. W. Hughes, Devizes ay 
Miſs Hill, Londen 


| SUBSCRIBERS, 


Mr. Hazard, Bath 
Rev. Mr. Howell 

C. Hayward, eſq; 
Mr. ]. Hayward 

Mr. B. Hayward 

Mr. R. Hayward 

Mrs. Hardyman, Devizes | 
Mrs, Heathcote, Creſcent, Bath, g copies 
Mrs. Hawtrey, Bath, a copies 
Miſs Horton, ditto 

Mrs. Hole, Devon 

Mr. B. Hoſfier, London, 2 copies 
Mrs. Hollins, ditto, 2 copies 

Miſs Hill, ditto 

Miſs Henrood, Canonbury 

Mrs, Hicks, Gloceſter 

Mr. Thomas Haynes, Briſtol © 
Miſs M. Hulbert, Midſummer - Norton 
Mr. M. Hole, Wells 


Mr. Joſeph Hyatt, Shepron- Mall 


- 
. ©C® 4 - 


Mrs. "OE PDR 000 OY 11 ( 

Mrs. Hume, Waltham-Green 

Mr. Hodge, Sidmouth 2 

— Heathcote, eſq; Devizes, 3 9 
Henry Hicks, eſq; Gloceſterſlire * 
Jobn Hawker, eſq; duto ” | | 
Mrs. Holbrow, ditto V = 
J. Hawkins, eig dts —=- 

Mr. R. Hawker, ditto 

N.. Howell. eſq; dio 


4 
o * 


Mr. G. Jackſon, London 

Mr. Jenkins, Sidmoutn 

Mrs. Jelf, Gloceſter 

Mrs. James, Ladies desde Shook Puck 
church, Gloceſterſhare, 12 copaes nx 

Miſs James, Canonbury, 3 ch ,ͥ,ͥ ' © 

- Mrs. Jondan, Oakhill 


Mrs. Keltfon, Norton 

Mrs. King, Weſthall, Dorſet, — 
ee dg ere bd pot 
Mrs. King, ditto, 2 copies 
Mr. T. King, ditto, g copies \ 
Mr. Kidman, Chekenbam, s copies 


XxXH- SUBSCRIBERS. 
L 
Mr. James Lee, London 
Miſs M. Lear, Sandwell, Devon, 2 cozy 
Mrs, Loader, Stapleford, W.. 
Mr. Lyde, Sidmouth 
Mrs. Leſter, Croydon 
Miss Lane, London 
Miſs C. Lane, ditta | 
Mrs. Wadham Lock, Devizes 
Miſs Long, Great-Cheverel, Wilts. - 


Mr. Le Portier, Croydon 
M. 


3 . ef 2 
Mr. W. Matthews, Bath 
Mr. J. Mayo, Devizes 
J. Maberly, eſq; London 
MIS. Maberly, ditto 
Mr. J. Maberly, ditto, g copies: 


* 


Mr. G. Maberly, London 
Thomas Maul, eſq; Gloceſterſhire 
Mrs. Maynard, Bath 

_ Miſs Mullins, Box, Wilts 

Rev. C. Mayo, ditto, 2 copies | 
Mrs. Martin, Bath | 
Mrs. R. Mogg, Wells 

Mr. Murray, London 

Mr. Maltby, Bath 

Mr. Meyler, ditto, 2 copies 


N. 


Miſs Noble, Taunton, 2 copies 
Mr. E. Noble, Naples 
Mr. S. Norman, Shepton- Mallet 
Mr. J. Neat, Devizes 
Mrs. Nunn, Croydon 


2 | 
Mrs. Oldaer, London 1 


Mrs. Pierpoint, Gloceſter, 2 copres 
Mrs. Penny, Bath 
Mrs. J. Plura, ditto 
David Parker, eſq; London 
Mr. W. Parker, ditto 
Mrs. Parker, ditto | 
_ -MiſsPontin, Gloceſterſhire 
Miſs Purnel, Hereford, 2 copies 
Mrs. Peach, Bath, g copues 
J. Palmer, efqz 6 copies 
W. Falk, eſq; Devon 
Mrs. Pak 
Mr. Pridham f 
Mrs. Pickwick, Bath - 
Miſs Pitcher, Wells 
Mrs. Perreau, London 


&UBSCRLIBERS. @ Xu 
Miſs Pole, Surry 
Mr. R. Palmer, London 
Mr. Poole, Taunton, a copies 
Capt. Pennel, Devon 

Mrs. Pennel 

Mr. D. Pennel 

Mrs. Parkinfon, London 
Miſs Parkinſon 
Mrs. J. Parkinſon 

Mrs. Powell, London 

Mrs. Pitt, Mortlake, Sutry - 

Miſs Pitt, Forberry 

Mrs. Palmer, Briſtol” "43 
Mr. W. Paty, ſtatuary, Briſtol, 6 ce 
Miſs Popham 


R. 


Mr. Roxby, London, 6 copies 
P. Rundell, ef; ditto, 1 copies | 
Rey, Dr. Randolph, Bath, 3 copics 


xvi. SUBSCRIBERS. - - 


Mr. Randolph, attorney, Bath 
VM. Richardſon, Bath, 2 copies 
R. F. Richards, eſq; Gloceſterſhire- 
Miss Richards Py 

Mrs. Rogers, Eaſtcott, g copies 
Mrs, Roberts, Shrewſbury 
Mrs. Rowe, Eaſt-down, Devon 
D. Richards, eſq; Cannington, Somerſet: + 
Mrs. Read, Devizes £ 
Mrs. Reynolds, London, 6, copies 
Mrs. Richards, Cannington, g copies. 
Miss Roquet, BriftoF 
Mrs. Randall, Bath 
Mrs. A. Rudhall, Gloceſter, 2 copies. 
Mrs. Radford, Exeter, 2 copies 
Mrs. Rhode, London | 
Mrs. Ravenſcroft, London, 6 copies 


| Sir J. Sanderſon, bart. 12 copies- 


SY BSCRIBERS . 


Miſs Sutton, Bath 

Miſs Sampſon, Henbury, near Briſtok 
Miſs A. Sampſon, ditto 

Mr. G. Saph, Stapleford, Wilts 

Mr. Saliſbury, Dorcheſter 

Mrs. Saliſbury 
Miſs Scolfield, London 
Miſs Smith, ditto, a copies 
Miſs Steward, ditto 

Mr. Simmons, ditto 
Mrs. Simmons 

Mrs. Sharp, London 
Mrs. Shreeve, Norwich 
W. Salmon, eſq; Devizes 
Miſs Salmon 

Mr. W. Salmon 

Mrs. Sutton, New-Park, Devizes, 2 copies 
Miſs M. Sutton, Devizes 

E. Sheppard, eſq; Gloceſterſhire 

Miſs Santer, London 

Mr. R. Smith, wine-merchant, Londom 
Mr. R. Smith, jun. 


4 as = 
— * 
— 


vii SUBSCRIBERS. 
Mr. M. Smith 13 
Mrs. Staples. Land 4 
Mrs. Shute, Lyme, Dorſet 
| Mrs, Sweetland, Topſham 

_ Miſs Shute, Taunton 
Mr. Swayne, attorney - 
Mrs. Smith, Honiton, Devon 


* 


Mrs. Tyler, Briſtol, 2 copies 

Mrs. Tapſcot, ditto 

Mrs. Tucker, Topſham, Devon 
Mrs. Tucket, Bridgwater 

Miſs Tutt, London | 
Miſs Tugwell, Wilts, g copics 
Mrs. Trueman, Henbury, near Briſtol | 
Rev. Dr. Toulmin, Tauntoa 
Mrs. Taylor, Southampton, 6 copies 
Mr. $. Taylor, ditto, 6 copies "y 
Mrs. Tooker, Norton-Hall, Somerſet | 


o 9 
JUBJCRIBERS. ' 
* 


Mrs. Tuſon, Binegar-houſe 
Lady C. Townſend 
G. H. Tugwell, eſq; Bath, 6 copies 
A. B. Thomas, eſq; Hereford 

Miſs M. Tozer, Lyme | 
Mr. T. Tylee, Devizes 
Mrs. Theobald, London 

Mrs. Tibates, ditto, 4 chte | 
Meſſra. Trewman, Exeter, 2 copies ' 


V. 


Mrs. Vade, Croydon 
Miſs Vade, ditto | 
Mrs. Vincent, ditto 
Mrs. Vereyt, Batheaſton 


| Us, Whimar, Yeo 


AXT SUBSCRIBERS. 


— Bath, 3 coi 
Miſs Watts, Frampton, Gloceſterſhire 

Miſs White, Upton-Grove, Gloceſterſhire 
Mrs. Ward, Marlborough _ | 
N. Winchcombe, eſq; Gloceſterſhire 
Mrs. Winchcombe 

Rev. Mr. Wake, Bath 

Mrs. Wheeler, ditto 

Mrs. Willis, ditto 

Mrs. Waldron, Topſham, 2 copies 

| Miſs Waldron 

Mr. Week, Topſham 

4 . e 2 

Mrs. B. Watſon, „1 2 copies 
John Wedgewood, eſg; London 


= 


Ms. Wedgewood, ditto 
_ - Miſs Wedgewood, ditto | 
Mise S. Wedgewood, ditto 


* 


SUBSCRIBERS, 


Miſs Weatherall, London 
Miſs Wilſon, ditto 


7 


Mr. H. Walters, Bath, s copies - 


OMITTED, 


J. Acherley, eſq; Downlide-bouſe 


EC eee 2 . —— 
... ² AA . 


SS 
d = G g 
= « + 
» 
» * 
. *. # 4 * 


ON READING MOVELS. 


n 
A faultleſs monſter which the world ne er . 
Duke of Buckingban's Ea an Por 
— 
YoU tell me, my dear Delia, you 
have been reading a novel, in which 
the character of a Clergyman pleaſes 
you ſo much, that you ſhould have 
n 
Lou then proceed to give 
he writers deſcrip ofthe gol 
Mak — 


© C 9 & 
B «To 
- 


2 ON READING NOVELS. 


« To do Mr. M. juſtice, he has, 
with the becoming gravity of his pro- 
feſſion, the politeneſs and ſpirit of the 
ſoldier; the ſenſe of the ſtudent; the 
eaſe of the man of faſhion; the utmoſt 
livelineſs of wit, with the trueſt good- - 
nature; to which are joined the cha- 
rity and religion of a Chriſtian, with a 
| betievolence 6f heart, that will ever 
procure him acceptance in the next 
World, as it does happineſs in this. 
He is too good to be proud, and too 
humble to be vain; and though poor, | 
as generous to be mean,” 

__ ** This, my young friend, is a perlect 

5 character; and as perfection is not 

the lot of mortality, you muſt not ex- 

pet your ſwain to poſſeſs thoſe good 
es, without allowing him to be 

. \ | ſubjeQ 


ON READING NOVELS. 3 


ſubje& to ſome peculiarities of tem- 
per, ſome trifling infirmities and little 
defects, which all men are more or 
leſs ſubject to. If he is too good a 
chriſtian to be vain or proud, yet you 
muſt ſometimes expect him to be 
peeviſh, perhaps fretful, or even pal- 
ſiondte; but, then, his innate princi- 
ples and natural goodneſs of heart 
will not permit him, even in his moſt 
unpleaſing humours, to draw a tear 
from the eye of a dependant, a ſigh 
from the boſom of an obliged friend, 
or even an ungenerous enemy; be- 
cauſe he will endeavour to riſe ſupe- 


rior to the pleaſure of retaliation; ſor 
as he feels himſelf too humble to be 
proud, he is likewiſe too compaſſion- 
ate to give pain; as he cannot deſcend 

2 „„ 1:54 a6 
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to be mean, he may ſometimes forget 
to be diſcreet, and in diſapproving 
the improper conduct of a ſuperior, 

may loſe a patron; yet he will find 
matter of content in ſuch a diſap- 
pointment, as his heart would not 
ſuffer him to receive an obligation 
from any one whom he could not 
with ſincerity eſteem. In a word: 
conſiſtent with the frailty of man, 

de may have his humours, void of ill- 
nature; he may infringe ſometimes 

on the rules of prudence, but at the 

ſume time be a practical profeſſor of 
rectitude; he may be humble, and yet 

800 proud to fiatter or approve what 

his feelings tell him is wrong, and of 

100 great a ſpirit to treat with the 
haas been able to oblige. 1 


N 
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= 


1 was rather ſurpriſed/to hear vou 
had been reading a novel, having 
heard you expreſs a diſlike to the ten- 
dency of ſuch kind of books; but 
having in one of them ſeen and ad- 
mired the character juſt mentioned, I 
think it neceſſary to warn you againſt 
ſuppoſing it poſlible for any clerical 
youth you know to arrive at ſuch 
a degree of perfection; and this I ſhall 
hope to do effectually, by the follow- 
ing account of a lady, who is now a6 _ 
more; whoſe ſtory being read, may 
be more efficacious in pointing put 
the abſurdity of ſuch an idea, than 
peed 
MIA was the daughter of a 

r her in the 
purchaſe of every book that was pub» 
bavil liſhed. 
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liſhed. + Richardſon's Novels were a- 
mong the number; and being particu- 
larly pleaſed with Sir Charles Grandiſon, 
| the had determined, before ſhe was 
eighteen, not to marry any man who 
did not reſemble him: having a plea- 
ſing perſon, poſſeſſing a good under- 
ſtanding improved bya genteel educa- 
tion, and being an only child, the at- 

tracted the notice of ſeveral gentle- 
men, but none of them anſwered her 
idea of Sir Charles, and they were 4, 
_ * refuſed. Year after year paſſed away, 

and Maria had not yet met with ſuch a 


boxer as her romantic imagination had 
© , repreſented as abſolutely neceſſary to 
tender her happy in the marriage 


Nate; When ſhe was ſome years paſt 
titty, her faher died; and having 
en g b lived 


ON READING NOVELS. 7 


lived long enough to- ſpend a good 
part of his income, Maria found her 
little fortune inadequate to a com · 
fortable ſubſiſtence, and applied to a 
lady who lived in the neighbourhood 
to live with her as a companion. 

Poor Maria found this ſituation 
little better than ſlavery; for as the 
lady was very ignorant with reſpeQ 
to literary acquirements, ſhe never 
dared to converſe on ſuch ſubjects; 
her mornings were. paſſed in con- 
triving dreſſes, to make her anti- 
quated ladyſhip appear to the greateſt 
advantage; and her evenings in cards 
at-home, or parties abroad. Such a 
life was too unpleaſant for Maria 


Grumpus, ſhe went to live with Mrs. 
Pettiſh, 


long to continue in; and quitting lady / 


8 ſme retired to her native village, made 


83 or ADN NOVELS. 


| Pettith, as governeſt to her children; 
e joined to We frequent in Pest. 
hence of the daughters, (on her being 
am old maid) rendered this ſituation 
more inſupportable than the former. 
once blooming cheeks, diſappoint- 
ment and mortification had changed 
| her temper, and in her fortieth/ year 


the cottage of an old domeſtic of her 
father's her habitation, and there end- 
ed her days in obſcurity and diſcon- 
tent; continually repining at her paſt 
Folly in rejedting ſeveral worthy men, 
one of whom the might have been 
| EH 0/05 155 Thus 
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Thus far is the hiſtory of Maria: 
and I doubt whether her caſe be a 
intirely diſapprove of young people's 
reading novels; others are ſo fond of 
that ſort of reading themſelves, that 
they permit their children to read 
_ ſcarcely any other books. In my opi- 
nion, young women ſhould read a no- 
vel only as a temporary amuſement, 
not to ſeek examples for their own 
conduct through life; therefore thoſe 
whoſe ſituations are in towns or cities; 
(where they are ſometimes permitted 
to partake of rational diverſions) 
ſhould make choice of ſuch authors 
as will teach . to be religious, 
and ien book bau be publibed 

xt that 
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that will tend to inculcate theſe qua- 
lities in the youthful mind, I humbly 
- conceive they cannot be leſs inſtruc- 
tive, if interſperſed with matter of 
amuſement; but as a late ſenſible 
writer has given her ſentiments on 
this ſubject ſo intirely accordant with 
my on, I ſhall tranſcribe them for 


Four peruſal: 


The preſent rage for novels, (fays 


this ſenſible writer) and your parti- 


'cular application to me, lead me 
to make remarks upon the general 
effects that may ariſe from the fre- 
quent peruſal of theſe publications. 


| © There are books of this deſcription 


which deſerve the higheſt commen- 
dation; and when we meet with cha- 
_ rafters ſtruggling with magnaminity, 

15 258 under 
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be led to think that they are exam» 
ples worthy imitation; but whether 
theſe details are conducive to the ad- 
vantage of the two ſexes, or not, 
ought to be fully inveſtigated, as the 
characters ſhould be, in many parti- . 
culars, totally diſſimilar. Hence it 
follows, that what is beneficial to one 
ſex, may be detrimental to the other; 
and this obvious concluſion will aſſiſt 
in ſolving the queſtion concerning the 
advantage or diſadvantage of novels 
towards forming the youthful and un- 
experienced mind. I am of opinion 
that it is very deſirable for a young e 
man to form an attachment to a vir- 
tuous woman. Such a paſſion calls 
forth the nobleſt feelings, raiſes in his 
4 ol mind 


and prudently be encouraged. But 
when I conſider a girl, who is nearly 
entering into life with a ſuſceptible 


r . | - 
= 4 ka * 
0 / k , ” 6 
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- them. "Women's ſituations are very 
delicate; their inclinations, when of 


| worthy of the beloved object, and is 
often the means of inducing him to 
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| mind an emulation to make himſelf 


particular profeſſion, buſineſs, or ſci- 


ence, which may promote his ſucceſs 
in life. Every ſort of reading, there- 
fore, which awakens the feelings of 
virtuous love in his breaſt, may ſafely 


vels in general to her peruſal, I would 


the pureſt kind; lead them to wiſh to 


ban: | love 


. 
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love to one amiable and reſpectable 
character of the other ſex; to one 
alone their wiſhes ought to be bound- 
ed, and they ever will be ſo in women 
that are truly amiable. I am of opi- 
nion, that not more than one woman 
in fifty has it in her power to marty 
the man whom ſhe would really pre- 
fer to all others. Women are to con- 
ceal their feelings, although they like 
any of the other ſex, or they will ap- 
dicule; and a lady of delicacy would 
rather die than firſt diſcloſe her par- 
tiality. 

Such being the ſituation of wo- 
men, I would recommend them to 
read hiſtory in preference to novels, 
| and 9 any particular pur- 
2 ſuit 
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ſuit towhich their genius leads them. 
By having their minds properly oc- 
cupied, they will be in leſs danger of 
forming a romantic attachment; or, 
if they ſhould be caught in the ſnare 
unexpectedly, and ſhould have fixed 
their affections where they can meet 
with no return, they may (by calling 
reaſon to their aid) have ſtrength of 
mind ſufficient to enable them to 
drive from their thoughts a perſon 
whom it may be neceſſary for their 
+ pag to oo of no more.“ 


12 


Lam, 


Dear Dz1.14, 


Mioéſt affectionately yours, 


17 
14 1 


' HONORIA. 


LETTER II. 


JUSTICE AND GENEROSITY. 


— Like a falling ſtar, the ray divine 
Glides ſwift into the boſom of the juſt. - Th 
And juſt are all, determin'd to reclaim. 

3 Youno, _ 


Vov defire, my dear Delia, I will 
favour you with my ſentiments on 
Fuſtice and Generofity. Y ou have very 
properly united theſe virtues; as no 
action can be deemed generous that 
is not ſtrictiy juſt; but we have too 
frequent proofs of the prevalence of 
error, exemplified in the conduft of 
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many who ſacrifice juſtice at the 


ſhrine of generoſity. 
I have been reading a moſt charm- 


ing book of effays and letters, the 


author of which I.do not know; but 


he has expatiated on moſt moral and 


religious duties, in a ſtyle I greatly 


the School for Scandal; where Charles 
fays, he never could make juſtice 


keep pace with generoſity; and im- 


admire. And as his ſentiments ex- 


aly-coincide with my own on the 
ſubject propoſed, I will give you a 


quotation from this improving author. 


here is no ſentence (ſays he) de- 
 ferves more to be reprobated than 
that in the juſtly-admired comedy of 


mediately gives to r one ä was 
A 60 the other. 


« The 
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« The ſentiment, if indeed it de- 
ſerve the name of one, is too much 
applauded by the audience: it is a 
dangerous and deftruQtive ſentence; 
and the more ſo, as generoſity is a 
warm and 'bewitching virtue, and 
ſeems the work of a man's own mind, 
and not ſimply his duty. But juſtice 
is in itſelf more truly noble; that 
plain, true, upright ſentiment of the 
heart, without which generoſity” is 
like a laced coat over aragged waiſt- 
coat.“ „ | 

Juſtice has ever appeared to me as 
the parent of true generoſity; for thoſe 
who are generous without being juſt; 
are giving away what is not their 
own, and by ſo doing, may diſtreſs all 
to whom they are indebted. But ſup- 

c poſing 
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poſing their creditors' circumſtances 
| ſhould be affluent, the unjuſtly gene- 
rous are enjoying a ſhort-lived plea- 
ſure at the expence of others' happi- 
neſs, who are, by their -injuſtice, not 
only deprived of the means of follow- 
ing the diQates of generoſity, but 
often thoſe of benevolence and hoſ- 
pitality. If juſtice be not the prineiple 
from whence hoſpitality proceeds, it 
is often followed by.diſtreſs, and then 
theſe pretenders to generoſity will 
expect more than is in the power of 
the obliged to pay ; while what the 
- juſt and truly generous beſtow;is-ſaved 
from felt-indulgence, or given from 
their own property, and not another's. 
_ . When juſtice-is not attended to in 
the relative duties of life, parents will 
diſſipate 
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diſſipate what they ſhould ſave to 
place out their children properly in 
life, or will ſuffer an unjuſt partiality, 
to give oge child what all ought to 
have had a ſhare in. There are others 


perty of their neareſt relatives, who 
are, by their injuſtice, reduced to 
great inconveniences, and ſometimes 
to diſtreſs; but where the dictates of 
juſtice are attended to, ſuch happy 
perſons will not forget the divine in- 
junctions of the Gop of juſtice, and 
will daily endeavour to do to others 
as they would be done unto. 

When juſtice reigns in the heart, 
the poſſeſſor of that heart will not 
palliate vice, or excuſe crimes in any, 
though they may be gratefully ſen- 

C. 2 | ſible 


who will be generous with the pro- 
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fible of any kindneſs ſhewn them 
by ſuch perſons; while the favourites 
of fortune, who are fond of diſplaying 
acts of generoſity, yet inattentive to 
the dictates of juſtice, ſeldom confer 
a kindneſs but with a view to ſome 


ſelfiſh motive. The obliged perſon 


may be rendered uſeful on ſome hu- 
miliating occaſion, which if they re- 
fuſe complying with, all future proofs 
of generoſity ceaſe, and the object of 
their paſt kindneſs is termed ungrate- 
ful: while thoſe who are juſt as well 
as generous, are ever the ſame to all 
whom they wiſh to oblige: their acts 


of kindneſs are diſintereſted ; the only 


reward they ſeek, is the pure and ex- 
alted one of feeling they have been 
the means of contributing to ano- 
ther's happinefs. Who 
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Who juſtly loyes mankind, by duty taught, 
Will never think their good too dearly bought. 
What, tho he facrifice the vain deſire l 
Of ſome gay baubles which the world admire, 
Deſpiſing riches, and abhorring power, 

When blaſted with the name of plunderer ; 

Still he may taſte life's greateſt good—Content, 
mm TE None” f 


In perſons of exalted rank, juſtice 
is one of the firſt virtues; indeed it 
ought to be the foundation of all 
others, for in that caſe, a prince of 
the blood, or a peer of the realm, 
would not ſquander immenſe ſums 
in falſe generoſity, while their tradeſ- 
men's bills remain unpaid. Did the 
great ones of this world conſtantly 
attend to the divine dictates of juſ- 
tice, they would be convinced of the 

beauty 
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beauty and propriety of paying re- 
gularly the debts contracted for their 
daily ſupport; and the joy they would 
then experience in acts of generoſity, 
would be without alloy. 


Superior rank demands ſuperior worth; 
Preeminence of valour, juſtice, mercy : 

But chief, that, though exalted o'er mankind, 
They are themſelves but men. 


MALLET. 


I have heard of a Counteſs who. 
refuſed paying her waſher-woman's 
bill, and. the ſame day ſpent in need- 
leſs nothings ten times the ſum of the 
Poor waman's demand; who, in con- / 
ſequence of the noble lady's injuſ- 
tice, was reduced to great diſtreſs. I. 
ſhould hope, for the honour of nobi- 
ty, that many unjuſt things are prac- 
$ he tiſed 
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— but did theſe exalt- 
ed perſons ſometimes recolleR, that, 
though they may permit acts of op- 
preſſion and injuſtice in this world 
with impunity, yet in the next they 
muſt be accountable beings to a Gop 
of juſtice; I ſhould ſuppoſe our great 
folks would all be juſt ones, and, be- 
coming the exalted votaries of juſ- 
tice, would conſequently render them 
the moſt beloved and the moſt. ad- 
mired in this delightful country. The 
happy influence of their juſt and truly 
generous conduct would diffuſe itſelf 
to all ranks, and we ſhould ſoon ſee 
the bleſſed effects of their conſtant 
attention to the precepts of juſtice. 


Thoſe generous mortals who feel they 
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cannot enjoy any advantage procured 
by injuſtice, will not be aſhamed to 
take every method that can lead them 
back into the path of rectitude, where 
divine juſtice will conduct them to 
the manſion of peace in an exalted 
-rank, and to the cottage of content 
in the humbler ſituations of life. 


— For GoD will deign 
To viſit oft the dwellings of juſt men, 


Delighted. MILTON, 
| *. juftice regulate the conduct of 
men in places of truſt and power, it 
will neyer ſuffer ſelfiſhneſs or pride to 
influence another's practice in pub- 
lick affairs. The upright will not 
wiſh to bias any one's opinion; for as 
they cannot be happy in acting con- 
Ou to the dictates of conſcience 

themlelyes, 
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themſelves, ſo they never defire 
others to depart from the rules of 
integrity. 

If juſt men have i 
it, not to pleaſe ambition, or accu- 
mulate wealth; not to perſuade needy 
men to give up their rectitude, to 
pleaſe caprice, or increaſe a party, 
whoſe ends perhaps may be deſtruc- 
tive to the cauſe of juſtice; but to 
do good to all within their influence. 
Theſe happy perſons are not afraid 
of © any terror by night, or of the 
arrow that flieth by day;” they have 
guided their words and actions {to 
the utmoſt degree human frailty will 
admit of) by the dictates of juſtice, 
and the approbation of truth, and 
have ae to © walk humbly 
with 
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with that Gon,” who will render 
them eternally happy in his: bleſſed 
kingdom, where their © uprightneſs 
will be clear as the light, and their 
juſt dealing as the noon- day.“ 


With mean complacence ne'er betray your traſt;. | 
Nor be ſo civil as to prove unjuſt; 


Fear not the anger of the wiſe to raiſe, 


Thoſe beſt can bear reproof, who merit-praiſe. 
| POPE, 


Where true generoſity of mind is 
ſeated, ſuch would rather have their 
faults kindly pointed. out by a real | 
friend, than be flattered. by a pre- 
tended one; for this mental: genero- 


ity renders its poſſeſſors open to con- - * 


viction. If paſſion has involuntarily 
given offence, ſhould a keen. ſenſe 
of injury render ſuch too fevere to 

the 
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the offending party, or the natural 
frailty of man have given pain to any, 
how ready are the votaries of juſtice. 
to acknowledge their faults! What 
pains will ſuch diſpoſed. minds take 
to guard againſt giving offence; but 
where the heart is deſtitute of men- 
tal juſtice, ſuch perſons will injure, 
oppreſs, and inſult, and yet expect 
thoſe they have rendered unhappy 
ſhould: treat them as if their conduct 
had beer. right: yet, ſhould Divine 
Juſtice illumine the offending parties, 
it will forcibly point out their paſt 
ungenerous conduct; contrition will 
ſoon follow conviction, and reſigna- 
tion will enable the truly penitent 
patiently to ghdure any ſlight .diſap- 
pointment, or even affliction, that is 


the 


*. 
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the conſequence of their own in- 
juſtice, till the lenient hand of time 


(paſſed in the practice of what is 
right) reconciles them to themſelves, 


and moſt probably to thoſe they have 


Injured or offended. 


With juſtice to herſelf ſevere. 
GRAY. 


| Where mental juſtice is found, 


ſuch minds are too generous to over- 


took their own defects; but the want 
of it is the reaſon why we often hear 
many condemn in others the very 
faults they are moſt addicted to them- 


| ſelves. Some will tell abroad an- 


other's foible, becauſe it does not 
happen to be their darling one; thus 
we frequently hear the avaricious 


degrade the extravagant; the parſi- 


monious, 
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forious, the indiſcreet; but where 
juſtice reigns in the heart, and the 
tongue is guided by truth, ſuch feel 
too ſenſibly their own imperfections 
to take pleaſure in diſplaying the 
faults of others; and though they 
ſee, and may ſometimes be injured 
by them, yet they wiſh rather to for- 
get, than render them obvious to the 


Are riches worth your care? (forfnature's wants 
Are few, and without opulence ſupplied!) 
This noble end is to produce the foul, 01 
To ſhew the virtues in the faireſt light 3 

Of bounteous Providence, ae 
Wr 7 7 | 


Auneraoro. 


The 
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he favourites of fortune are ne- 
ver more the objects of envy, to a 
generous mind, than when they have 
it in their power to follow the dic- 


tates of beneficence; for after they 


have ſatisfied the demands of juſtice, 


made charity ſmile, and diſtreſs go 


can be rich, and yet inſenſible to the 


e can afford to taſte that © joy di- 


away well ſatisfied, how delightful 
the reflection, that they are yet en- 
abled to indulge in acts of generoſity. 
It appears wonderful to me hom any 


dictates of a quality that muſt give 


ſo much real pleaſure to the human 
Heart; but this is a pleaſure not 


allayved to many; for though we may 
diſcern true ' generoſity in the mot 


trifling gifts, yet it is only the opulent 


Pp 
vine, 
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vine, of adding materially to the 
-happineſs of their fellow-creatures. 

If you, my young friend, will be 
directed by juſtice, guided by charity, 
and attended by truth, you may draw 
on Contentment for the deficiencies 
of Fortune, and be happy in any ſitu- 
-ation of life. 


HONORIA. 


LETTER III. 
ON HUMILITY. 
——üf ——— . . . . 1 | 


Oh, bleſt HumiLiTY to thee I bend; 

The poor man's treaſure, and the rich one's friend: 
Be thou the guide and ruler of my ways, 4 
My comfort prove through life's uncertain maze. | 


Acizzans to your deſire, my dear 
Delia, I ſhall make Humility the ſub- 
ject of this epiſtle; the practice of 
which will be moſt likely to render 
us content in whatever ſituation a 
Divine Providence ſhall ſee fit to 

gall. W occaſion 
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occaſion of Adam's fall: Humikity 
wall, in ſome degree, reſtore us to that 
bleſſed ſtate of peace he enjoyed be- 
fore his apoſtacy from innocency. 

Humility was the firſt and the moſt 
frequent admonition of our divine 
Teacher; he came down from heaven 
to ſet us an example of practiſing 
thoſe virtues moſt neceſſary to fit us 
for that pure and eternal happinefs 
which his righteouſneſs would pro- 
cure for us in a future ſtate; and 
— although his followers were told they 
muſt take up the croſs in order to be 
His diſciples, yet his compaſſion at the 
fame time kindly affured them, that 
dy learning of him © to be meek and 
_ #$þwly in heart, they ſhould find reſt 
_ tothe fouls. 
oft. ' # Happy, 


3” 6 
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HFlappy, thrice happy, are thoſe 
who poſſeſs this ineſtimable bleſſing; 
for, as Sterne moſt emphatically writes, 
« Reſt unto our ſouls! tis all we want: 
the end of all our wiſhes and purſuits: 
give us a proſpect of this, and we 
take the wings of the morning, and 
fly away to the uttermoſt parts of the 
earth, to have it in our poſſeſſion. 
We ſeek for it in titles, in riches, and 
pleaſures; climb up after it by am- 
for it by avarice: try all extremes, ſtill. 
we are gone out of the way: nor is 
it till: after many miſerable experi · 
ments that we are convinced, at laſt, 
for it, but where there was a proſpet 
CT 


N-2 ſelves, 


10 
ſelves, in a meek and lowly: diſpoſi- 
tion of heart! This; and this only, 
will give reſt unto our ſouls:reſt 
tom thoſe” turbulent and haughty 
paſſions vvhich diſtreſs our quiet: reſt 
from the provocations and diſappoint- 
ments of che world, and a train of 
untold evils too long to be recounted: 
againſt all which this frame and pre- 
1 of mind the beſt 4 4 
tection.““ ons < 2 0 ole; 
Meekneſs, Thumbly e m | 
inherent quality of the mind; but the 
precepts of huinility: will teach thoſe 
of a peevin 'or Paſſionate temper to 
acquire a mode of conduct that will 
render Wem En 5 to —.— and 
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wait, 1 apprehend, is not incom- 
4899 . * T patible, 
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patible, where nature may have given 
a proud ſpirit: we cannot alter our 
conſtitutional qualities; 3 but we may, | 
with the aſſiſtance of divine grace, 
keep them within thoſe limits Dur 
chriſtian profeſſion 1 requires. 
I have ſome where read, that the 
virtues all border on the vices; if ſo, 
this divine one of humility may dege- 
nerate into ſervility, if we. poſſeſs not 
that * 2 — 
5 an 4 
we can be condeſcending to others, 
without infringing: on our ſincerity 
or re&itude, we ſhall find the prac- 
tice of humility, in our general inter- 
courſe with the world; greatly con- 
ducive to our own happineſs, and 
Pets * to others. 
21209 Oh, 


* on 8 


e eee | 
Whate'er thy precepts diftate and approve; 
1 applaud the man who, guided by thy ray, 

- "Thotgh rich, is humble, and polite, though gay: 
Can ſpeak to Poverty with ſmiling face, 

While thy fair image adds to ev'ry grace; 

To view with pleafure her who acts aright, 
Tuyy rules purſue with conſtant pure delight; 

| Buided by thee, obligiog ſtill with eaſe, 

| Polleſ'd of every requilte to pleaſe: | 

1s pride's uneafy path go on their way, | 
Strangers to that internal peace of mind, 
+  Influenc'd by thee, thy happy votaries find. 


he noble and proſperous, the rich 
— the great, if actuated by the 
bleſſed ſpirit of humility, will ſerve 
without wounding the ſenſibility of 
hoſe they have it in their power to 
ioblige: they will be generous with- 
out oſtentation, hoſpitable without 
AC) Tudeneſs, 
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rudeneſs, and kind without expecting 
any improper ſubmiſſions from thoſe 
whom they with to make happy. 
While the praftice of humility will 
enable the unfortunate, the poor, and 
the afflicted, to experience ſuch inter- 
nal comfort as will be a conſtant ſup- 
port under the ills it was not in their 
power to prevent or avoid; the good, 
the ſenſible, and the aſſectionate, will 
never treat with unkindneſs the hum- 
ble and meek; and even the inſolent 
and unfeeling will ſometimes be in- 
fluenced, by unaſſuming merit, to pay 
humility the reſpect it deſerves. But 
ſuppoſing the practice of this divine 
quality ſhould not meet its reward in 
the world, it will always afford its 
poſſeſſors ſuch pleaſure as the votaries 

of 
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of pride can never experience; for 


they are neither delighted by the ſen- 


ſations of gratitude in proſperity, nor 
ſupported. by the ſoothing aid of re- 
fignation under the preſſure of adver- 


ſity. The practice of humility will 
moſt aſſuredly render us content, be- 


cauſe it is the foundation of virtues 
that tend to make us ſo; and alſo 
an antidote againſt many follies and 
vices that would certainly have ob- 
If our humility prevent the having 
an improper opinion of our own 
merit, we ſhall meet with many kind 
friends and agreeable aſſociates in 
our progreſs through life, who would 
never have deſired our acquaintance, 
had we permitted pride to have in- 


fuenced our behaviour. 
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_ «< Humility is the grace that above 
all others renders/us acceptable to our 
heavenly Father; and it is the faireſt 
ornament we can put on to. attrabt 
the eſteem of our bleſſed Redeemer.”* 

Should affliction be our portion, if 
pride reigns in the heart, envy is not 
votaries, it is better to be an object 
of envy than pity. But if we rend 
the life, and minutely obſerve the be: 
haviour of our bleſſed Redeemer, we 
ſnall ſometimes ſee him ſenſibly aliye 
to the ſenſations of pity; yet you 
will never find his divine or human 
nature deſcend to the baneful paſſion 
of envy. If, therefore, envy muſt be 
the natural propenſity of bad minds; 


* Miſs BowpLes's Eſſays. 5 


. - 094) — f — 
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as pity is an inherent quality of good 
ones; the practice of humility will ſe- 


cure us from the envious ſuggeſtions 


of pride in the hour of diſtreſs; and 
the compaſſion of the deſerving will 
be a healing balm in the day of adver- 
ſity: for if our misfortunes are occa- 
fioned by others, the ſoothing pity of 
thoſe we think worthy, will greatly 


alleviate our affliction; and, ſhould we 


Have brought troubles on ourſelves, 
to'excite the pity of the good, is a 


great ſtep towards being forgiven by 


"When croſſes vex, or diſappoint- 


ments grieve; © ſhould ingratitude 
wound, or injuries oppreſs; if we at- 


tend to the divine precepts of humi- 
ty, we ſhall not ſuffer paſſion to 


reta- 
liate; 
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liate; and though we cannot always 
help the involuntary effects of our tem- 
pers, when ſmarting under trials and 
afflictions, brought on us by the indiſ- 
cretion or injuſtice of others; yet, 
we ſhall ſoon recover our native ſere- 
nity, as this bleſt iamate of the hu- 
man heart diffuſes peace and cheer- 
regulates the conduct, however ex- 
ternals may teaſe and try the temper, 
the mind within is placid and content. 

— The aſpiring foul, = 

Ardent and tremulous, like flame aſcendo— 


| Yovns. 
Humility, with a view to the Su- 
preme Being, ourſelyes, or mankind, 
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is certainly a moſt conſequential and 
. beneficial virtue; whether we regard 
it with reſpe& to the purſuits of this 
world; or the gm of _ 
2 is to com. 

My favourite en * has 
wn} juſtly obſerved on this / ſubject, 
that Humility, with reſpect to 
Gov; is of the utmoſt importance; it 
teaches us not to ſoar above our pro- 
per ſphere, to feel the diſtance be- 
tween finite and infinite; it teaches 
ug not to judge of infinite juſtice, 
mercy, knowledge, or power, by finite 
capaeity; to receive with the trueſt 
thankfulneſs thoſe things which are 
brought to us, with all the certainty 
which/our reaſon can deſire, and not 
to doubt when we cannot contra- 
* „ 
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dict; it teaches us patience in diſap- 
pointment, dependance in ſucceſs, 
reſignation in affliction, gratitude in 
proſperity; thereby bringing us, in 
every ſituation, comfort, cheerfulneſs, 
and peace.” 

As theſe are the bleſſed effects of 
humility, may we, my young friend, 
poſſeſs this divine diſpoſition of mind 
in its fulleſt extent. | 


Humility attain'd, how bleſt our days will glide, 
To realms of bliſs, eternally to prove 
HONORIA. 
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JOURNEY TO SIDMOUTH.. 
6— EO "T EL 
Turn to this cheerful band, and mark in this, 
Spirits who juſtly claim my realms of bliſs; 


For theſe are they who, in life's thorny ſhade, 
Repin d not at the name of Antient Maid, 


As you have often, my dear Dz11, 
expreſſed a defire to have an account 
of a fummer's excurſion I once made 
with AnanDa, the following letters 
ſhall be dedicated to that purpoſe: 

This lady is a moſt pleaſing, ſenſ- 
ble „„ thouſand 
| j Pony 


Harzer Triumph of Tonger. 
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pounds; but ſhe chooſes rather to live 
within her income, than in a ſtile 
that might involve her in expences 
which even that fortune would not 
anſwer. | 

 AmanDA had written me word 
ſhe ſhould ſpend a few months at Sid- 
mouth, and begged I would go early 
in the ſeaſon, and ſecure proper apart- 
ments for herſelf and ſervants at the 
boarding-houſe, where ſhe hoped to 
join me in a fortnight after my arrival. 
As I was a ſtranger, the company of 
the place took no notice of me; 

which, I confeſs, at firſt, rather mor- 
- tified me, as will appear by the fol- 
lowing — to — at 
that 5 Net | 


hert). Gar 1 7.718 | 4 


* 
eg « Well; 
| Sr C425 4 53 
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Nr e 
days; 

$o dull ease the time, it don't mart may unt! 

For, would you believe it, the folks ſeem afraid 

Any notice to take of a poor little Maid; 

Who thought, to be ſure, when a ſtranger appear d, 

They would civil behave, and not look as if ſear'd. 

The Belles and the Beaux, who frequent the gay Shed, 

I ſuppos'd would behave as polite and well-bred; : 

Would anſwer a queſtion with freedom and caſe, 

Oblige by a curtſey, or with a bow pleaſe; 

By politeneſs induce me to join in the chat, 

On the proſpects, the walks, of this, or of that. 

'Tis true, I nor wiſdom or titles can boaſt, 

Gay wealth is not mine, and Ine er was a toaſt; 

But alone as I was, had Good-nature been there, 

I had been of her train, to enjoy the ſea air: 

Had ſweet Afﬀability aſk'd me to ſtray : 

O'er the hills, through the we, with the dy 
and gay, 

With the aymphs and the losing 1 kad join'd the! 
gay talk, 

And in cheerful ſociety ended my walk. 

But neglected I am: for alone I remain 12 

To wander the meadow, the beach, and the plain; 

: E Yet 


- 


- , 


| * 
— 
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Yet grieve not for me: I am bleſt with content, 
On a view from within, time with innocence ſpent; 


From envy, from ſpleen, and ambition ſo free, 


No maiden alone is more happy than me. 
Soon after Ananpa' s arrival, the 


| gentlemen who boarded at the houſe 


all dined abroad. After dinner we 


were extremely merry on obſerving 


it was rather extraordinary that four 
old Maids ſhould meet at one table, 
from different parts of the kingdom. 
| The firſt was. CLarinDa, a moſt 


| amiable woman, of moderate fortune, 


. whoſe hiſtory was intereſting, and ra- 
ther novel, when interwoven with 


chat of a fiſter who had been dead 


ſome years. 


Saur Rox! A ſat next to her; though 

a very ſenſible and worthy woman, ſhe 
declared ſhe had never been in love, 
828 : and 
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and flattered herſelf ſhe was now ar- 
rived at that period of life which had 
one advantage, (if the preceding part 
- had been properly ſpent) that of being 
perfectly reſigned to the ſingle ſtate; 
as a proof of which, ſhe propoſed to 
repeat a Paſtoral, written by her ten 
years ſince, provided the reſt would 
favour her with their hiſtory—ſing a 
ſong—or repeat a Poem of their own 
compoſition. We alt agreed to her 
- propoſal, and Sem trum began by re- 
peating the following | 


PASTORAL. ; 
While with love, and ſuſpenſe, and deſpairy | . 
Reclin'd by the ſmooth - lo wing ſtream,  _ - 
The nymphs and the ſwains fill the air, 
INDIFFERENCE! thou be my theme. I 
Rejoicing in freedom and eaſe, Sor bp 
The blind god with his darts I defy; : 
The unguardel hls witindies ay Wil i 1 
9 PEN Rs 
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Let Corydon pour through the grove 
x The ſweeteſt of love-breathing ftrains, 
Wilde of Philly's feorn he complains. 


8 
Seek the paths of Alexis to tread, 


And, with fond inclination inſpir'd, | 
| Let her follow his flock o'er the mead. 


Nor fadden'd by gloomy diftreſe 

| Nor tranſported by fanciful flights, 
Ile peace and ſerenity bleſs, 

And give to calm flumbers the night. 


When Aurora empurples the dawn, 
Or when twinkles the bright ſtar of eve, 
How pleaſing to rove through the lawn 
With the joys INDEPENDENCE can give. 


| Irove through the woodlands, and look 
For the violet hid in the ſhade, 

Nor wiſh that a ſhepherd be ſtruck 
With the manner it graces my head. 


The turtle I hear *mongſ the trees, 
Nor the loſs of a lover bewail; 


I hear the loud murmuring breeze, = 
Nor dread that be's hurt by the gals. 
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My tenderneſs ever ſhall hang 
On the friendſhip of females alone, 
And there, if deceiv'd, the ſharp pang 
Will ſoften, and quickly be gone. 


While the bands that are twiſted by love 
Long torture can ſcarce tear away; 


For the beſt we anxiety prove, 
And the moſt will forſake or betray. 


With the graces of dreſs and of air 
Let Damon, th' accompliſh'd, paſs by, 
With a picture my looks he ſhall ſhare, 
Nor ſteal from my boſom a ſigh. 


Let Paridel warble the ſtrain 

From the magical pipe where I ſtray, 
With the ſober delight of a ſwain 
My ear ſhall attend the ſweet lay. 


But ſhould a fond ſhepherd appear 
With elegance, knowledge, and truth, 
I would early retreat from the ſnare, 


I would fly from the dangerous youth. 


Thus till o'er the plain will I trole, 
And wander at caſe in the grove ; 

Uafelt the ſtrong chain of the ſoul, 

| Unkheeded the empire of love. 


& » 
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 SzmyRONTA then called on CL A- 
RINDA, Who could neither ſing a 
ſong, nor repeat a poem of her own 
compoſition; ſo began her hiſtory, 
- which, in her own words, ſhall be 
given in my next. 


lam 
Vour real Friend, 


HONORIA. 


| 1 $4 , 
CLARINDA'S. HISTORY. 
Tas their's to claſp—each ſelfiſh care ab. 
A ſiſter's orphans with parental love, 


And all her tender offices ſapply, 
Though bound not by the ſtrong maternal tie. 


HarLzv's Triumph of Temper, 


bg 
„] Was the youngeſt of two daugh- 
ters, the only children of my father, 
who was a clergyman, and whoſe liv- 

ing was in one of the moſt retired vik 
hages in the north of England. Mx 
ſiſter s perſon was beautiful, and her 
- accompliſhments far exceeded mine. 


56 CLARINDA'S HISTORY. 


As my father took: great pains to im- 
prove her youthful mind, EMMA, as 
ſhe advanced towards the age of 
eighteen, appeared rather inclined to 
be a prude; but her ſubſequent be- 
haviour proved her a coquet. My 
father had formed an - intimacy at 
college with a gentleman, who mar- 
_ ried a lady of large fortune, and re- 
ſided in London. Juſt at this period 
Mr. Nevis wrote to my father to ſay 
how happy Mrs. Nevis and himſelf 
would be in the company of their 
god-daughter; and if he would per- 
mit me to pay them a viſit, they 
would fetch me in the courſe of a 
"few weeks! My ſiſter, on hearing 
this letter, begged ſne might return 
to London with Mrs. Nevis, and 
1 CLARINDA, 


LEY 
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CLARINDA, ſhe ſaid, might go and 
pay her viſit to Aunt Many at Edin- 
burgh. Accordingly my father wrote 
word to his friend, that his god- 
daughter was under a prior engage- 
ment to viſit her aunt, but that 
his eldeſt daughter would be happy 
to return with them, if they would 
favour the vicarage with a viſit. 

« You will, no doubt, be ſurpriſed, 
Ladies, that my father ſhould advance 
a falſehood to oblige a darling child; 
but ſo it was, and I was ſent to my 
aunt's before the London viſitors ar- 
rived, where 1 remained near two 
years. 

„During EMMA's. viſitin London, 
ſhe attracted the regard of à young 
ee of genteel ſamily, but ſmall 

fortune, 
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fortune, yet whoſe expeCtation of be- 
ing ſoon in poſſeſſion of a valuable 
living rendered him a proper match, 
and he was accordingly accepted by 
her, and approved of by her friends. 

As for myſelf I paſſed my time moſt 
happily with an aunt, whoſe trials in 
life had taught her humility, and 
whoſe ſweetneſs of temper ſo far en- 
gaged my admiration, that it excited 
my imitation; and if I am in any re- 
ſpect amiable, to · her precepts and 
example I muſt attribute it. — 
About the time that my ſiſter ac- 

cepted her clerical lover, I was ad- 
dreſſed by a gentleman who had made 
two fortunate voyages to the Eaſt. 
Mrs. MaxLy had known him from a 
child; he was ſenſible, worthy, and 
e agreeable; 
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agreeable; to have refuſed him would 
have been folly, and my father was 
delighted with the proſpett of ſettling 
both his children ſo properly. | 

« As Mr. MaLyas was all impa- 
tience to become my huſband, I re- 
turned home to prepare for my nup- 
tials. EMMa arrived about the ſame 
time, in order to be my bride-maid: 
her lover was gone to take poſſeſſion 
of his rectory, ſo we could not have 
the pleaſure of his r 
joyful occaſion. | 
I dare ſay, Ladies, you already 


begin to think EMMA's ſuperior beau 
ty captivated my inconſtant lovers 
heart: it was ſo: for in leſs than a 
to Gretna-Green, where they were 
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married. You may more eaſily ima- 
gine than I can deſcribe the ſhock 
this intelligence gave me. I loved 
Mr. Mals with the moſt ardent 
affection: he was the only man I ever 
beheld, with whom I could have gone 
. to the altar. He was now become 
the huſbandof my ſiſter, and in future 
I muſt look on him as a brother. My 


 affeQtionate aunt felt moſt ſenſibly for 


her forſaken niece; but thought it 
beſt I ſhould immediately return with 
her to Edinburgh. Time and her 
delightful converſation ſoon reſtored 
my mind to peace, and my heart to 
_ ats natural cheerfulneſs; and I readily 
_ obeyed my dear EMMa's ſummons to 


| Viſit her during her expected time of 


ele a mother. Within a month 
Doixr on after 
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after the birth of my beloved Fux 

DERICK, I was painfully convinced 
his parents were not happy. This 
unfortunate circumſtance, I believe, 
determined Mr. MALyAs on another 
voyage to the Indies, which was vio- 
lently oppoſed by my ſiſter; but as he 
had made application, he was ap- 
pointed, and conſequently obliged to 
attend the orders for ſailing, though 
it happened within a few weeks of 
the expected birth of a ſecond child. 
Poor unhappy Emma! always in- 
dulged, and never contradicted, what 
was the conſequence? She could not 
brook it now, but gave way to paſ- 
ſion's baneful influence; and by this 
fatal indulgence loſt her own life and 
that of her little innocent. An ex- 


preſs 
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preſs was ſent to her huſband, who 
did not arrive time enough to ſee her 
alive. Mr: Marr As made me the 
guardian of his ſon; but died before 
he reached his deſtined port. I live 
now but to endeavour ſo to act that I 
may properly * the 1 important 
_ truſt repoſed in me.” 

CARD ceaſed ſpeaking, while 
the tear of ſenſibility ſtole down her 
once-blooming 'cheek. The atten- 
tive trio caught the infection of ſym- 
pathetic” feeling, when, in order to 
brighten the ſcene, AManDa called 
on me to ſing a ſong, which I will 
| — for your peruſal. 


SONG. 
| nit rd nere e - 
And the Muſes will lend their kind aid; 
If happy for me, I hope ſtill to live free, 
A reſpectable little Old Maid. 
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Where aſſections unite, and all things are right, 
No ſlate with the married can vie; 
But if pique lead the way, or intereſt ſway, 
Tis better unmarried to die. ; 


If a wife I had prov d, to a man that I lov'd, 
Whoſe actions bright wiſdom had ſway'd, 
How happy my life to have been a bleſt wiſe, 
And not a poor little Old Maid! 


But if kind reſpect to his will don't direct 
Our ſteps through the mazes of life, 

You had better live free, an Old Maid like me, 
Than be to a blockhead a wife. 


If Benevolence mild make us fond of each child, 

And good-nature ſhould beam on our cheek; 

Though the roſes may fade in each worthy Old 
Maid, 


Yet many our friendſhip will ſeek. . 


Then be not diſmay'd, each cheerful Old Maid! 
But join in my whimſical ſong, 

Live happy, while I will laugh till I die 

With thoſe that I now fit among. I 
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CLARINxDA and SEMPRONIA were 
greatly pleaſed with my Old Maid's 
| ſong, and then called on AMAnDa to 
oblige us with ſome poetry, or favour 
us with her hiſtory. I will. give you 
a little of both, replied that charming 
woman. 9 
But for this you muſt wait till my 
next, as I have only time to aſſure 
you, at preſent, that I am 


"+ Moſt affectionately yours, 


HONORIA, 


* 


LETTER VI. 
— 
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. No throbbing joy their ſpotleſs boſom fi- d, 
Save what Benevolence herſelf inſpir'd; | 
No praiſe they ſought, except that praiſe refin'd, 
Which the heart whiſpers to the worthy mind. 


HarLEY's Triumph of Tempere 


© Y OU are to be informed, ladies,” 
ſaid AMaNnDa, that my mother, 
being left a young widow, married a 
ſecond huſband ſoon after I was of 
age. This circumſtance: left me at 
liberty to act as I pleaſed. Fortu- 

nately I poſſeſſed from nature a large 
e * portion 
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portion of female-pride; by the influ- 
_ ence of which my paſt life has been 
chiefly guided. My father had two 
ſiſters, (not many years older than my- 
ſelf) the one was a coquet, the other 
ſo very timid and ſuſceptible, that I 
| have ſometimes been reg to call 
. . 
ride, coquetry, and nnch, 
were the reigning foibles of myſelf 
and aunts. 
* Coquetry made the eldeſt flirt 
with every man that came in her way, 
till near thirty, and then decoyed her 
Into an union with one her heart de- 
ſpiſed, becauſe ſhe ſuppoſed his for- 


tune would enable her ſtill to enjoy 
her favourite purſuits; but her huſ- 
OR ly care of his money, and 


— 


- AMANDA's BiSrToRY, Gy 


obliges her to live in a ſtile that en- 
tirely precludes all opportunities of 
enjoying the pleaſures of the faſhion- 
able world. N Bd 

« Weakneſs rendered the youngeſt 
an eaſy prey to the ſeducing arts of a 
man of quality, who afterwards per- 
ſuaded her to marry his chaplain; 
aſſuring her he would ane day be a 
biſhop; but my poor aunt is ſtill a 
vicar's wife in a remote village, where 
ſhe paſſes her days, ſometimes a prey 
 toremorſe, but always enn 
indolence. 

« Pride(though I nevervasinarcld) 
has rendered me happy; for pride, 
properly underſtood, is, I am confi- 
dent, the beſt guard to female virtue. ' , 


«idle hicge 5, and women too, from . 
falling. FF Pore. 


any man till I was paſt thirty; when 
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Pride has certainly none of the in- 
conveniencies attendant on coquetry 
land weakneſs; it enables us to enjoy 
the paſt, the preſent, and the future; 
and has always the ſame pleaſures. 
© Age cannot deſtroy them, becauſe 
pride directs her female votaries to 
depend on themſelves for happineſs, 
© and not on ee eee 
©ſtancy of others. 
Theſe were my "ION at my 
firſt ſetting out in life. I was not am- 
bitious of niaking conqueſts; I only 
endeavoured to keep my own heart 
free, and I never felt a partiality for 


happening to pay a viſit to an old 
ſchoob- fellow, I was often in com- 
yo with a young clergyman, —_ 

| » Cateſby's Letters. in 
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in ſpite of all my precautions, made 
me acknowledge the propriety of that 
well-known couplet:” 
It is decreed by th' pomeri above, 
© That firſt or laſt, we all muſt love,” 


« EvuGENI1vs was only a curate. I 
had a good living juſt at this period 
at my diſpoſal, and where, pleaded 
love, can you beſtow it better than 
on Eugenius, who poſſeſſes every qua- 
lity your imagination has formed 
amiable in a huſband?” Juſt at this 
inſtant my friend entered my apart- 
ment with a letter, the contents of 
which informed her Mr. Mordaunt's 

niece would be with them in a few 
days. She is a moſt lovely girl, 
ſaid Mrs. Mordaunt; I feel greatly con- 
cerned for her welfare, and alſo for 


poor 


* 


- 
5 
| 7 


4 


N * 
= 
= . 
* = 


 AMANDA's HISTORY, 


poor Eugen. Why for Engenins # 
exclaimed 1.” *« Becauſe, (replied 
Mrs. Mordawnt) they have long been 


attached to each other; but Mr. Mor- 
_  daunt never will conſent to their 
union, as Ziiza's fortune is ſmall, and 
Eꝛugenius, you know, is only a curate.” 


„ Fortunately for me my friend was 


called away, which gave me an op- 


portunity to recover from the ſhock 


ber intelligence had thrown me into. 


Down fell the caſtle of connubial - 
happineſs, which my lively imagina- 
tion had formed. Vaniſhed were the 
lovely proſpeRts hope had pictured to 
my view, in an union with the worthy, 


the accompliſhed Eupenins / 


A flood of tears relieved my diſ- 
appointed heart. I then began to 


& 


— 
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conſider how I was to act, in order to 
keep up that character I had always 
been ambitious of ſupporting. As 
no one enjoyed another's happineſs 
more feelingly than myſelf, ſo, if I 
had in any degree been inſtrumental 
in promoting it, I was bleſt beyond 
deſcription. I had now a delightful 
opportunity to make two amiable 
young perſons happy as mutual love, 
congenial minds, and a genteel com- 
petency, could render them. Such a 
feaſt for my benevolence I could got 
reſiſt. Eugenius was preſented to the 
living, and in a ſhort time after mar- 
ried his beloved Eliza. This charm- 
ing woman died on the birth of her 
. firſt child, who ſurvived her mother 
but a ſew days. 


1 


To live without her—lik'd it not—and dy d. 


J wrote a little ſimple Paſtoral on 
his death, (continued Amanda) breath- 
ing a ſigh to the memory of her firſt 

\ and only love, and with' your 2. ug 
fion I will repeat it. 


| % 
228 Paſtora ſat ſighing alone; 
3 Tue loſs of a friend was her theme, 


And Echo repeated her moan, 


Damon, dear Damon, farewell! 
. No more on the plains ſhall we meet; 
ö Tr viriuesI only can tell | 

| And theſe "tis my bliſs to repeat... 


* ee, 
I 0 ſove me he did not pretend; 
; Aud, though a ſimple poor maid, 


"Was rd behold him ary rien. 
£2 160 
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When he ſpoke, how attentive was I! 
When he ſmil'd, it was pleaſure to me: 
But now he is gone,—with a figh 
I fancy none charming as he. 


« For he was the pride of the plain, 
ue ſhepherds all hail'd him their friend; 


The nymphs prais'd the worthy young ſwain, 
Even age to his ſpeech would attend. 


„Ah me! how unhappy am I, 
Thus dbom'd to bewail the dear youth; 


I have nothing to do but to ſigh, 
And lament ſo much virtue and truth. 


„But peace, ſimple maid! be content, 
Nor murmur at heaven's decree; 


His life was moſt properly ſpent, _ 
And now from all ſorrow he 's free.” 


Juſt as Amends had concluded, 


There goes a lady (ſaid Semfronia) I 
greatly reſpect. Ekvirais an honour 
to old maids; her generoſity of mind 

can 


Etvira's carriage paſſed the window; # 


ner; and ſhould it be your lot to live 
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can only be equalled by that of her 
brother's.” True, replied Amanda, 
* as her heart is the favourite ſeat of 
Benevolence, I ſincerely hope her 
boſom will ever remain the manſion 
of peace.” | 
With theſe charming companions, 
you may ſuppoſe, I paſſed my time in 
the moſt rational and agreeable man- 


ſingle, may you be, when an old maid, 
as amiable and beloved as is Clarinda; 
as contented and reſpected as Sem- 
- fronia; and as religious, happy, and 
cheerful, as Amanda. Adieu! 
And believe me 
aſſectionately yours, 


hw 1 47 . N » E —4 R 
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LETTER VII. 


ON WEALTH. 


Hence! from the bounteous walks 

Of flowing ſpring, ye ſordid ſons of earth, 

Hard, and unfeeling of another's woe! 

Or only laviſh to yourſelves; away! 

But come, ye generous minds, in whoſe wide thought, 
Of all his works, creative bounty burns 

With warmeſt beam; and on your open front 

And liberal eye, ſits, from his dark retreat 
Inviting modeſt Want. Nor, till invok d, 
Can reſtleſs goodneſs wait: your active ſearch 
Leaves no cold wintery corner unexplor'd; 

Like filent-working heaven, ſurpriſing oft 
The lonely heart with unexpected good. 
THOMSON's Seaſons. 


% 


Vo aſk me, my dear Dz114, my 
opinion of Wz ALTH, conſidered as a 
bleſſing; and though 1 feel myſelf 
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very unequal to the taſk, yet I cannot 
reſuſe your requeſt on this important 
ſubje&; I ſay important; for time and 
riches are two things we ſhall moſt 
aſſuredly be expected to give a ſtrict 
account of at the great tribunal. 
According to my idea of that de- 
gree of happineſs this world is capa- 
ble of affording, the poſſeſſion of 
wealth is ſufficient to render thoſe 
happy whoſe hearts are well inclined, 
though their underſtandings may not 
be much enlightened by learning, or 
poliſhed by education; though their 
perſons "ſhould be plain, and their 
manners not rendered very pleaſing 
by an opportunity of cultivating the 
graces; yet the poſſeſſion of wealth 
wil enable them to be charitable, 
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generous, and hoſpitable. By having 
the power of making others happy, 
they muſt, I think, taſte more real 
pleaſure than if poſſeſſed of every gift 
to pleaſe, deprived of the ability to 
relieve diſtreſs, or reward merit; to 
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alleviate the pains of the body, or 
the anxieties of the mind. "Theſe dif- 
treſſing ills the poſſeſſors of wealth 
have it in their power greatly to lefſen; 
but ſhould their hearts be ſordid, ſen- 
ſual, or unfeeling, it then loſes its 
original bleſſed intention of being an 
eſſential good, and deg tes into a 
real evil. 

The uncertainty whether we ſhould 
make a proper uſe of this momentous 
gift of Providence, is a ſource of con- 
tinual content to a reflefting mind in 
an 
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an humble ſituation; and though l 
ſeldom paſs a day without feeling 
moſt ſenſibly my incapacity to relieve 
the wants, or add to the happineſs of 
my fellow - oreatures; yet I purſue my 
way, ſatisfied with giving them a 
word of comfort, a ſigh of ſympathy, 
or a petition to the Father of Mercies 
for their relief, and feel myſelf con- 
tent with that ſmall portion of for- 
tune's gifts allotted me by Provi- 
. dence; ſuppoſing, that had I been 
rich, I might not have been ſo feel- 


ingly alive to the wants of others; 


and that, therefore, wealth is with- 
held from one who would not have 
diſpoſed of it as ſhe ought. And yet, 
when I ſee the rich Dorafus, I can- 


not help wiſhing J poſſeſſed his im- 
i menſe 
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menſe fortune: for as he is ſo very 
inſenſible to the delightful diftates of 
benevolence and generolity, I cannot 
| help thinking it a pity he ſhould 
poſſeſs a fortune ſufficient to add to 
the happineſs of hundreds, and yet 
feel no pleaſure but in adding thou- 
ſands to thouſands; not conſidering 
that a time will come when he muſt 
leave his treaſures, and ſtand before 
an impartial judge to give an account 
of his ſtewardſhip. Oh! may he re- 
pent before it is too late, and may he 
lay up ſome of his earthly treaſures 
where neither moth nor ruſt can 
deftroy.” 
Numbers of worthy perſons can 


poſſeſs will hardly afford a mite to 


the 


- pineſs and joy to all around him. 
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the n and as * generoſity 
or hoſpitality, it is quite out of their 
reach; but were Doraſtus poſſeſſed of 
that benevolent mind which would 
render him happy in the next world, 
as it would make him beloved and 
revered in this, he might be eyes to 
the blind, feet to the lame; an in- 
ſtructor to the ignorant; a friend to 
the: oppreſſed; he might ſet the un- 
_ fortunate debtor at liberty; be a pa- 
tron to the deſerving; enable the 
humane to be kind; the generous, 
beneficent; and, in ſhort, diffuſe hap- 


| Wealth to Doraſfus is, at preſent, 
a curſe; for unleſs the ſpirit of bene- 
volence open his heart, his end muſt 
be fimilar to that of the miſer 8, ſo 
beautifully 
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beautifully deſcribed in John/on's Vas 
nity of Human Wiſhes. 


« But unextinguiſh'd Av'rice ſtill remains, 

And dreaded loſſes aggravate his pains; 

« He turns with anxious heart, and crippl'd hands, 
« His bonds of debt, and mortgages of lands; 

« Or views his coffers with ſuſpicious eyes, 

« Unlocks his gold, and counts it till he dies.” 


Wealth to Benevolus is a bleſſing, 
for he renders it an eſſential good to 
all by conſtant acts of charity, ge- 
nerolity, and hoſpitality. 


« Awake to Miſery's call, his meking heart 
« In other's ſorrows claims its equal part; 


« While Poverty, by pitying angels led, 
« Catch from his liberal hand, its daily bread.” 


4 LixLY. 

I know many worthy perſons, whoſe 
fortunes are moderate, who do not 
69 : paſs ; 
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paſs a day without proving, by ſome 
act of kindneſs, {to thoſe whoſe ſitua- 
tions are inferior to their own) the 
| benevolence of their hearts. That 
ſuch may never be deprived of the 
means of indulging in thoſe real plea- 
ſures that reſult from kind and gene- 
rous actions, is the conſtant prayer of 


Your affectionate 


HONORIA. 


— 
ON SOLITUDE. 

ä —Z— — 
Soft zephyrs fan the neighbouring trees, 
And meditation mounts the breeze : 
How ſweet theſe ſacred hours of reſt, 
Fair portrait of the virtuous breaſt! 
Where vice or envy, paſſions rude, 
And folly, never dare intrude. 
Be others choice the conſtant round, 
Where calm reflection ſtill is drown'd, 


A nobler joy my thoughts deſign:— 
Inſtructive SOLITUDE be mine. 


- 


YoU tell me, my dear Delia, you 
are not fond of the country; that you 
were tolerably happy while you re- 
mained in town, though not a fre- 

| G2 quent 


I / 
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quent partaker of the various plea- 


ſures that ſurrounded you. V ou heard 


of them, were pleaſed with living in 
the buſtle of a gay city, and was often 
amuſed with the chit-chat of your 


acquaintance who called to ſee you; 


but when in the country, all theſe 
pleaſing circumſtances are loſt, and 
your life muſt paſs away in 4 
Solitude. 

Give not ſo unkind a title to . 
will materially add to your future fe- 
licity. Solitude, properly employed, 
will enable us to meditate on the 
beauties of benevolence, humility, 
and gratitude. | 

The firſt will amuſe our imagina- 


tion, by forming ſchemes for pro- 
moting the happineſs of thoſe we 
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are connected with; and, however 
unſucceſsful they may prove, our be- 
nevolent intentions will not be forgot 
in the regiſter above. 

The ſecond will give- a proper in- 
ſight into our hearts, and render us 
more ſenſible of our own imperfec- 
tions: when in the midſt of buſineſs 
or continual ſociety, engaged in par- 
ties or beſet with diſſipation; the beſt- 
diſpoſed mind may be inattentive to 
thoſe moral duties which retirement 
will make us ſenſible are indiſpen- 
ſibly neceſſary in the life of every 
Chriſtian: we ſhall then recollect 
wherein we have acted improperly, 
what we have left undone that ought 
not to have been omitted. Reflection 
will forcibly convince us how very 
imperfect 


6H 9 8 © Theſe — naturally 
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imperſect our own paſt conduct has 
been, and conſequently render us 
more inclined to bear the faults and 
foibles of others with * and 
humility. 

The third will recal to our minds 
each act of kindneſs we have ever 
received from our friends or relatives: 
we ſhall again enjoy the kind looks, 
the obliging words, the affectionate 
attention, and the many friendly ac- 
tions, conferred on us by thoſe we 
have aſſociated with in the prece- 
ding part of our lives, till we are in- 
ſenſibly led by meditation to recollect 
the mercies we have been bleſt with, 
the dangers we have eſcaped, and 
the many bleſſings we have and ſtill 


| raiſe 
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raiſe our thoughts to the Great Givet 
of all good; and we cannot help ex- 
claiming, with the inſpired Pſalmiſt, 
/* Praiſe the Lov, oh! my ſoul, and 
forget not all his benefits.” 1 
In Solitude we ſee things as they 
really are; and thoſe who would with 
to be happy, as they advance in life, 
ſhould accuſtom themſelves to love 
retirement, and encourage medita- 
tion: for, as ſome author ſweetly 
expreſſes, © Meditation is the life 
of virtue, as virtue is the life of the 
foul: it is the conduct by which a 
happy and delightful communication 
is maintained between Gop and the 
ſoul, through which the ardour, the 
praiſes and adoration of the foul 
aſcend to Go: it is the exerciſe of 
the 


* 5 6 
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the ſoul, and preſerves it vigorous and 
- healthful; without which it would 
ſoon become heavy and languid, void 
of pleaſure, and weary of its own be- 
ing: and this uneaſineſs would oblige 
it to ſeek its ſatisfaction in vain and 
trifling entertainments, and debaſe it 
at laſt even to folly and vice.” 

By communing often with our own 

| hearts, we ſhall acquire a fund of 
happineſs within, whether we are 
ſituated in the cheerful haunts of ſo- 
ciety, or the retired cottage; amidſt 
the gay ſcenes of a buſy city, or the 
tranquil pleaſures of a rural village. 
- "Time, the moſt precious of all 
things, will not hang heavy on our 
hands; for minds thus diſpoſed will 
7 m_ a continual ſource of internal 

* amuſement, 


\ 
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amuſement, that will be totally inde- 
pendent of external circumſtances; 

and I am truly convinced we ſhould all 
be happier, if we oftener permitted 
reflection to recal to our remembrance 
the opportunities we have loſt of 
practiſing our Chriſtian duties, in the 
different ſituations a Divine Provi- 
dence has appointed us to appear in. 

When youth and pleaſure gild the ſmiling ern, 

And fancy ſcatters roſes all around, 


What bliſsful viſions riſe ! In proſpeR bright _ 
Awhile they charm the ſoul; but ſcarce attain'd, 


The gay deluſion fades 
— a 


Youth is the ſeaſon to ſow. | the 
ſeeds of future happineſs. By AC- 
quiring proper, habits early, we ſhould 
not be comfortable were we to live 
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inconfiſtent with that innocence and 
propriety we had firſt ſet out in life 
with. Young people may properly 
enjoy every innocent diverſion that 
falls in their way; but then, I would 


guard them againſt making pleaſure 


the ſole buſineſs of their lives, fince 
all amuſements ſhould be conſidered 
only as ſecondary things in their pro- 
greſs through life. 

I cannot ſo well explain what 1 
mean, as by giving you an account of 
two ladies, whoſe different conduct 
will more forcibly prove the propriety 
of what I have already advanced. 

Jan and Max were the daugh- 

| 4 of an opulent citizen, whoſe wife 
| was a ſenſible, well-informed woman, 
_ took great pains to render her 
daughters 
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daughters worthy members of fociety. 
Jang was carly in life addreſſed by 
the fellow of a college: ſhe was not 
ſo handſome as her fiſter, but attend- 
ed to her good mother's inſtructions; 
and though pleaſed with any amuſe- 
ment ſhe could properly enjoy, yet 
ſhe never ſuffered pleaſure to ſuper- 
ſede employments that tended to im- 
prove her mind, or render her uſeful 
in the domeſtic affairs of the family. 
Maxx, on the other hand, thought 
pleaſure the only proper purſuit of 
youth; that to think was abſurd; and 
as ſhe poſſeſſed beauty and accom- 
pliſhments, ſhe did not doubt but 
ſhe ſhould always be happy. This 
thoughtleſs girl became a wife at 
twenty to a man of buſineſs, whoſe 
fortune, 
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fortune, amounting to ſome thou- 
ſands, he ſettled on her. He was an 
honeſt, induſtrious man, but I ſhould 
ſuppoſe rather a weak one; for when 
he was attending his buſineſs, he ſuf- 
fered his wife to be paying morning 

viſits, making parties for quadrille in 
the evening, and ſpending her whole 
time in the purſuit of pleaſure. Mary 
continued a wife for ten years, but 
fortunately never was a mother; when 
her huſband died, and left her as 
thoughtleſs and as diſſipated at thirty 
as he had found her at twenty. As 
ſoon as her weeds were thrown aſide, 
ſhe began to live in a ſtile of life 
quite inconſiſtent with her income; 
and by the time ſhe was fifty had ex- 
pended every ſhilling ſhe was worth 
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in the world. She had carefully avoid- 
ed Solitude, but was now reduced to 
it through neceſſity. Reflection came 
too late; and, in order to ſtifle re- 
morſe, ſne gave herſelf up to the 
horrid vice of drinking: being intoxi- 
cated one night, ſhe ſet her clothes 
on fire, and was ſo dreadſully burnt, 

that ſhe ſurvived but a few hours. 
JAxx had ſupported her ſome years 
previous to her diſtreſſing exit. This 
worthy woman was married, after a 
twenty years courtſhip, to the ob- 
ject of her youthful attachment, with 
whom ſhe lived many years in connu- 
bial happineſs and domeſtic bliſs. On 
her being left a widow, the reſided 
at Bath; and early in life I was often 
favoured with her converſation, and 
frequently 


* 
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frequently reflect with pleaſure on 
the precepts ſhe gave me, the exem- 
plary life ſhe led, and the happy end 
ſhe made at a very advanced period 
of life. | 

bit ns ths votes bf 6 Mpeg ele 

Bleſt with an age exempt from ſcorn or crime 

- An age that melts with unperceiv'd decay, 

And glides in modeſt innocence away ; 

Whoſe peaceful day benevolence endears, 

Whoſe night congratulating conſcience cheers: 

The general favourite, as the general friend, 
Such age there is, and who ſhall wiſh its end. 

| Jonson . Wiſhes. 


. Had this ſenſible moraliſt known 
the widowed Jane, it might have been 
ſuppoſed, that in the preceding lines 
he had her character and ſituation in 
his view. This worthy woman be- 
ing ſenſible of her approaching death, 
waited 
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waited the awful hour with humble 
reſignation, in joyful hope of a happy 
immortality, and died beloved and 
reſpected by all who knew her. 

I cannot conclude this epiſtle with- 
out tranſcribing that charming writer 
Miſs Bowl ERꝰs ideas on the ſubjett 
I have been treating of. © In Solitude 
there is much leſs danger of ſelf 
deceit, Our thoughts are not diſſi 
pated by a variety of objects, nor em- 
ployed in endeavouring to gain the 
good opinion of others; nor is the 
judgment we form of ourſelves made 
dependent on that opinion, as it 
ſometimes happens in ſociety, eſpe- 
cially when we have any reaſon to 
believe that it inclines to the fide moſt 
fayourable to our vanity. We muſt 
| then 


. 
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chen feel and improve thoſe. powers 
which we poſſeſs, in order to enjoy 
them; and for this reaſon, as well as 
many others, it may be highly uſeful 
to all, to be ſometimes accuſtomed to 
ſolitude; eſpecially in the early part 
of life, while the mind enjoys its full 
vigour, and the ſpirits are not. broken 
by ſickneſs and afflictions: they will 
then find the reſources which they 
poſſeſs, and learn that it is poſſible to 
amuſe and improve themſelves.” 


& am, 
moſt affectionately yours, 
HONORIA. 


SC —_——___A=QZ QTZZrM-_ 
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ON HAPPINESS. 
— Pä—'ö n ̃. e —— 


Is HayryinzEss your wiſh, dear Maid! 
Ah! liſten to my layz 

My humble Muſe will lend her aid, 
And Friendſhip's wiſh convey. 

May Wiſdom be your conſtant friend 

Through youth's ſeducing maze; 

If to her maxims you attend, 
You cannot fail to pleaſe. 


Then be, dear Maid! attentive fiill 
To bleſt Religion's rules; 

Her ways with peace your mind will fl, 
Unknown to giddy fools, | 
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Who careleſs ſtill their time employ 
With folly's thoughtleſs train, 
Strangers to every heartfelt joy - 
| That 's found on Wiſdom's plain. 


May Happineſs and Virtue wait 
On you propitious ſtill, 

Too buſy life's remoteſt date, 

And DEL14 keep from ill. 
Then when old age and death appear, 

Sweet peace ſhall cloſe your eyes; 
Eternal Happineſs you'll ſhare, 
f And ſo; my dear DxL IA! you with 
2 me to point out the moſt likely road 
to Happineſs; and, if agreeable to 
your idea of that darling wiſh of all, 


you will endeavour to purſue your 
way init through ac and not ſeek 


any other. 


With 


99 
With reſpect to trifles, we often 
differ in our opinion of what is moſt 
neceſſary to render us happy; but I 
think there is but one eſſential road 
that can poſſibly lead to happineſs. 
| The ambitious may think they poſ- 
ſeſs happineſs, by gaining titles, 
places, and penſions. The avari- 
cious, by adding thouſands to. thou- 
ſands. But theſe graſp at the ſhadow, 
and loſe the ſubſtance—if the former 
are not forcibly impreſſed with a be- 
lief that the greateſt muſt one day 
be accountable beings to One greater 
than themſelves, and if the latter do 
not daily.praftiſe the dictates of pity, 
benevolence, and generoſity, * 
The ſcholar, the philoſopher, and 
the poet, I ſhould ſuppoſe, poſſeſs 
n 2 the 
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the requiſites to attain happineſs but 
when the pride of degenerate frail 
man dares to oppoſe their wiſdom to 
that © which cometh from above,” 
by applying their ſuperior talents to 
ſubvert; degrade, and deny, thoſe ſa- 
cred truths that conſtitute the hap - 
pineſs of the humble Chtiſtian, their 
wiſdom then becomes fooliſhneſs in 


| the eyes of Him who alone can be- 


ftow that internal peace, which is the 
ſource of external happineſs. 
One of our dramatic poets* tells 
us © Angels are happier than man- 
Eind, becaufe they are better.” How 
_ fooliſhly then do many of us complain 
of the want of happineſs, when we 
continually avoid the only path that 
2 —Äů — — 


Rows. g $ 
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will be moſt likely to lead us to it. 
If fathers ſeek for happineſs only in , 
pleaſurable purſuits, where a neglect 

of buſineſs may foon bring an inno- 
cent family to poverty and afflition: 
thoſe pleaſing and important employ- 
ments peculiar to their ſex, and fol- 
low happineſs under the form of dif 
ſipation: if children ſacrifice filial du- 
ties, to purchaſe imaginary happineſs 
at the ſhrine of pleaſure: or the clerk, 
apprentice, or domeſtic, forget the 
truſt repoſed in them, and purſue hap- 
pineſs amidſt fleeting amuſement?, at 
the expence of their integrity; all 4 
theſe will one day be painfully con - 

vinced that, inſtead of enjoying hap- 
pineſs, they have been practiſing folly 
| WG vice. « Without © 


% 
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_ rich; and with it, few would be poor.” 
This is .a.moſt excellent maxim; 
and were-the practice of it more fre- 

quent, we ſhould not ſee ſo many un- 

happy ones in this fluctuating world. 

But when the thoughtleſs and extra- 

vagant have ſo far exceeded their 

circumſtances, as almoſt to ſee alarm- 
ing poverty at their door, inſtead of 
retrieving paſt imprudence by pre- 
ſent frugality, and reſolutely avoiding 
thoſe indulgences that have in a great 
meaſure occaſioned their pecuniary 
diſtreſſes, they perſiſt in the adverſe 
road to happineſs, till abſolute want 
and dependance convince them they 
have miſtaken the way. For, as ſome 


elegant female writer juſtly obſerves, 
The 
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« The placid ſatisfaction, the quiet 
ſlumbers, of thoſe people, who in- 
flexibly meaſure their expences, and 
of their yearly revenue, (whatever it 
is) is as impoſſible to deſcribe, as the 
dreadful conſequences and reflections 
muſt be from a contrary conduct. 

The fountain of content muſt 
* ſpring up in our own minds: he 
* who has ſo little knowledge of hu- 
man nature, as to ſeek happineſs by 
* changing any thing but his own diſ- 
« poſitions, will waſte his life in fruit- 
« leſs efforts, and multiply the 2 
he purpoſes to remove.“ 


Our happineſs, though frequently 
interrupted by others, is as often de- 


e troyed 
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ſtroyed by our own. improper con- 
duſt; for if we ſuffer envy, reſent- 
ment, or pride, to reign in our hearts, 
we cannot enjoy happineſs even in a 
proſperous ſtate; for envy will embit- 
ter every bleſſing we really enjoy, and 
render us miſerably anxious to ac- 
quire thoſe we envy others the poſ- 
ſeſſion of. 

[Nefwionenterlh alda aride in 
every breaſt on receiving injury; but 
if we would be happy, we muſt en- 
deavour to eradicate all reſentment 
from our minds: for though, I appre- 
hend, our Chriſtian profeſſion does 
not require we ſhould aſſociate with 
thoſe who have endeavoured to de- 


ſtroy our happineſs, yet, if in our 
Power to add to their s, it is our in- 


* 
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diſpenſable duty to embrace every op- 
portunity to prove we forgive, though 
it may not be always in qur power to 
Should pride diffuſe its baneful in- 
fluence in our hearts, there can be no 
laſting happineſs for us; we ſhall then 
fancy every gift a benevolent Creator 
has beſtowed no more than we de- 
ſerve; and this impious idea will of 
courſe entirely exclude the delightful 
ſenſations of PIG 
tain of all good. | 
The great Diſpoſer of us all often 
leads us to happineſs by means that 
may appear to our weak foreſight as 


reſt aſſured, will certainly terminate 


deſtruQtive of it; but which, we may _ 


206 + ON HAPPINESS. 

in our felicity, if we have patience to 
wait the event. The ſame Almighty 
Power reſtrains us, no doubt, ſrom 
the poſſeſſion of many things which 
our blindneſs is apt to think would 
render us happy; but probably, were 
we permitted to enjoy them, would 
entirely deſtroy that portion of hap- 
pineſs already within our reach. 
Io do juſtice, love Mercy, and 7o walk 
humbly with our God, appears to me 


_ - the moſt certain road to happineſs. ,_ 


we, practiſe the firſt, we ſhall fulfil 
one of the firſt duties of Chriſtianity: 
the being adorned by the ſecond, will 
render us the dutiful children of that 
Almighty Being who delights in acts 
of mercy; and to walk humbly with 
our God, will prove to all the world 
| | we 
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we are real diſciples of a divine Re- 
deemer, on. whoſe ſuperior righteouſ- 

neſs we rely for happineſs, temporal 
and eternal. 

This laſt great truth being forcibly 
impreſſed on our minds, will not in 
the leaſt prevent our conſtant endea- 
vour to arrive at the height of Chriſ- 
tian rectitude; but its compaſſionate 
influence will ſpeak peace to our 
hearts, when we reflect on the imper- 
fection of our devotions, the inſtabi- 
lity of our good intentions, the vanity 
of our beſt actions, and the daily 
apoſtacy of every Chriſtian from that 
purity of life which the good admire - 
and lon g to practiſe, but find them- 
ſelves unequal to while incloſed in a 
mortal frame. | 


Religion 


* 
ts .ON HAPPINESS. 
Religion then muſt be the ſource 
and perfection of real happineſs; or, 
as Dr. Youns ſays, | 
« Religion! thou the ſoul of happineſs!” 
Her precepts will infallibly lead us to 
that which will be innocent and laſt- 
ing; and will render us cheerful and 
content in whatever ſituation a Divine 
Providence ſhall ſee fit to place us. 
May you, my young friend, be one 
of the happieſt among the happy. 


lun cach ſucceeding year fill find thee bleſt, 
 « Cheerful thy heart, and innocent thy breaſt; 
Free from each paſſion that may peace annoy, 
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ON CONTENTMENT. 


Contentment walks the 3 
An inward bliſs ſpring o er his mind. 


Tuono be. 
——— —— 

Tu above lines, my dear Duri, 
recurring to my remembrance, I ſhall 
make Contentment the ſubject of this 
epiſtle; the poſſeſſion of which has 
been. my firſt. with from \the-emtics 
1 | 
. generad goth 
a large portion of aſſection for-thoſe 
whom the ties of nature or friendly 
| attachment 
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attachment have rendered dear, fo 
that they are apt to be too feelingly 
alive to every circumſtance that af- 
fects the content of thoſe they love, 
or interrupts their own; but as they 
advance in life, they often experience 
how wrong it was to repine at what 
they could neither prevent or remedy; 
and alſo how very inconſiſtent with 
their Chriſtian profeſſion to be too ſo- 
licitous concerning the things of time 
and ſenſe. Yet, notwithſtanding we 
are ſo truly convinced of the abſur- 
dity of ſuch a conduct, many paſs a 
great part of their lives a too frequent 

prey to internal diſcontent, ſuppoſing 
they poſſeſſed ſufficient fortitude to 

appear to the world contented. 


'As 
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As we do not, at our firſt ſetting 

out in life, properly conſider theſe 
things, I write now with a view to 
put my youthful friend in a way to 
eſcape the ills attendant on diſcon- 
tent. Without Contentment, the beſt 
condition in life will not make us 
happy; and with it, the moſt. un- 
pleaſing one cannot render us miſer- 
able. As the wiſe man juſtly ob- 
ſerves, © A contented mind is a con- 
tinual feaſt;” that happy mortal who 
_ poſſeſſes ſuch a treaſure ſees things 
as they really are, ſenſible that this 

- preſent ſtate is a mixture of good and 
evil: the votary of Contentment re- 
ceives the viciſſitudes of life, fo as 
neither to be too much elated with 
proſperity, or improperly depreſſed 
by 
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by adverſity; and if in the poſſeſſion 
- of ſuch but a very few cordial/drops 
of happineſs are depoſited, theſe, pro- 
_perly applied, will beſtow a reſigned 
and cheerful mind in every ſituation; 
for, as ſome female writer expreſſes, 
© Contentment is often the peculiar 
gift of the Almighty, for a thankful 
3 to the will of heaven 


under all its diſpenſations.“ ** 


"ie des at ere. 2 
| | Something to pleaſe the ſinlling fancy ſees, | 
Ny. - e rrp | 

| Joys in a flower, or triumphs in a breeze. * 

- Pinpan's Ponns. 


| Thoſe who are yet moſt pleaſed 
with innocent trifles, and can with fa- 
eility partake of the joys and ſatisfac- 
tions of others, will poſſeſs a fund- of 
contentment 
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contentment that will frequently e elate 
their hearts with pleaſure, though 
their content does not proceed d from 
enjoying the \meansof happineſs them- 

ſelves, but i in cultivating | that bene- 
volent ſephbility which enables them 
to participate in the W 1 'of 


man BrarT1s's Bier. 


1 entirely agree in ſentiment with 
this charming poet, and often ob- 
ſerve that indolence will cauſe dit. 
content; whereas thoſe who are moſt 
aftive are in general the moſt con- 
tented. Indolent perſons, it poſſeſſed 
of any eee c cant be 285 


* 
e 
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Ph when they reflect how many days, 
| months, and years, they have paſſed 
in idleneſs and folly. As the former 

7 is too often productive of the latter, 
another preventative of diſſatisfaction 

| in the early part of life would be, 

* were young people often admoniſhed 

not to ſuffer diſagreeable trifles to in- 
terrupt their content; they would 

then learn to bear with more forti- 
tude real troubles as they advance in 
life; but being accuſtomed, from in- 
fancy, to have their lives made as 
agreeable as poſſible, they cannot 

Pear that their tranquillity ſhould be 
interruptedias| they grow older. Not 
— 70 I would have Children made un- 
ha PPY on purpoſe to habituate them 
0 now affliction, and ſo blunt the 


TELE £4 


- edge 
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edge of their youthful feelings. By no 
means. Yet I think I ſhould not feel 
that diſtreſs ſome parents do, when 
they cannot indulge their children in 
every ſcheme their youthful i * 
tions may have formed. 
Thoſe that derive their content 
from a perfect belief that unavoidable 
diſappointments and affliftions will in 
the end conduce to their real happi- 
neſs, joined to a conſtant dependance 
on their heavenly Father, will be moſt 
likely to paſs through things tempo- 
ral with comfort to themſelves, and 
the ſatisfaQtion of thoſe they aſſociate 
with. | | 
If our contentment ariſe from a 
confirmed opinion of the unerring wiſ- 
dom of Him, without whoſe permiſ- 
| I 2 Gon 


a ns — 
- * * 
* 
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fion a ſparrow. does not fall to the 
ground, we ſhall ſoon be joyfully con- 
vinced that our content is founded 
on a rock that no ſituation can take 
away, no event decreaſe for any length 
of time. The being ſatisfied with our 
lot, becauſe we truly believe it is the 
moſt proper for us, will exclude every 


emotion of envy; and is the greateſt 


alleviation that diſappointment and 
Nor is Contentment only effica- 
cious in allaying the miſeries of the 


poor and unfortunate; it is a bleſs- 


ing freely given to all. By teaching 
the rich to think themſelves rich, it 
renders them deſirous of enabling 
others to partake of their abundance. 
By convincing the happy that they 

are 
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are ſo, it raiſes their hearts with gra- 
titude to Him who has given them 
every bleſſing they poſſeſs. 
Contentment teaches us to expect 
nothing more than we have, and gives 
to every ſituation all the Pn 

e e | 


And beif the hought Crment may cola, 
Which Spleen employs te purchaſe pain: 
Trace not the fair domeſtic plan 
From what you would, but what you can; 
Bliſs ever differs in degree, 

— LordLyTTLETON. 


If every individual were to examine 
the ſource of that diſcontent which 
affects many of us in our progreſs 
through life, we ſhould generally find 
it proceeded more from ſome defect 

in 
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5 in our town odadakt ds Som any 


other cauſe. FRO! 

Viſit Doxrnvpa the laſt mbnth be- 
fore her half year's jointure becomes 
due, you will find her the picture of 
diſeontent She overlooks every bleſs- 
ing ſhe poſſeſſes; without conſidering 
that her preſent diſagreeables origi- 
nate in her on imprudent conduct, 
by having been profuſe in every par- 
ticular during the firſt months of her 
receiving her annual i income. 

FAvIA, on the other hand, is ſo 
: very parlimonious, that whenever you 
ſee her, you are tired with continual 
complaints of the badneſs of ſervants, - 
the dearneſs of proviſions, the number 


of poor-rates, the increaſe of taxes, 
and, in ſhort, the numerous etceteras 
be; : of 
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IL 


vf expences attendant on houſe-keep- 
ing. Now we all know FLAVIA has 
eight hundred a year; and, according 
to her own aſſertion, ſhe ſpends but 
four. it 
Some are bleſſed with every thing hh 
render life happy, and yet, by en- 
couraging diſcontent within their own 
boſoms, they diſturb the peace of 
thoſe they reſide with, and diſregard 
every bleſſing which a good Provi- 
dence has beſtowed; While others, 
. who cultivate contentment, are neyer 
unthankful to the great Giver” of all 
good for the moſt-trifling no 
„though their lives ſhould be matked * 
with many diſtreſſing occurrences. 
| If we feel internal diſcontent, with- 
out being a able to e What bad par- 
n 


6.4 . 
20 on nn 


8 Uvilarly happen ned to occafion'it, w 
1575 on 10 (oo eh * it 
| Proceeds | either from our 6wn inat- 
| tention to the diftates of patience and 
44 8 or from an abſurd regret at 
not ng thoſe 2 We ſee 
She porn by with 
hs followia 405 lines being agree- 
Laie to the preſent ſubjea, I wil 
tranſcribe them for your peruſal. 
bs One ere as penfively I ray'd, 
2 Where blooming nature ſmil'd, | 
The ſportive lambkins near me play'd, 
Is « CONTENT my cares beguil' d. 11 
4 The porlidig rin, the ſhady grove, 
/,-,,/ « Conſpir'd to make me bleſt; 
5 And ſxeet R RefleQion, which I love, 


on nüt. th 
« No tiling care hould ver prplex 


| Marat 
And each kind wiſh approve. 


The wiſh to bleſs, the hand to ſhow'r, N 
„ Beſpeak a gen rous mind; 

« But heaven oft withholds the pow r, 
For reaſons wiſe and kind. 


« Should Charity, that heav'n-born maid, 
« Be our attendant ftill, 
We cannot want gay fortune's ad 
With peace our minds to fill. 


9 
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Then Hope, that points beyond the ſky, 

Wil ſmooth the bed of death; 

« With angels mount us up on hich, 
« And bleſs our parting breath.” _ 


- 


8 
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LETTER XI. 
— * | 


- MATILDA'S'HISTORY.. 


Ti to ourſelves, my child, we chiefly owe 

I The multitude of poignant griefs we feel: 
As in my tale; afflitions oft proceed | 
From falſhood and diſhoneſty. in man; 0 


I Have already, my dear DzL1a, 
warned you againſt encouraging the 
addreſſes of any lover without the 
knowledge and ' permiſſion of your 
parents; aſſuring you it was a breach 
of duty that ſeldom paſſed unpuniſh- 
ed; as I had known many inſtances 

| | where 
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where clandeſtine courtſhips had end- 
cel in unhappy marriages. 

Voung girls are not always capable 
of judging of the merit of thoſe who 
make them an offer of marriage; 
therefore, though I do not deſire any 
woman to marry a man ſhe cannot 
love, I would yet with her to avoid 

giving encouragement even to one 
her heart approves, till authoriſed by 
parental approbation. 

_ I am led into theſe reflections on 
returning from a viſit to a lady, who 
favoured me with the following hiſ- 
tory. | 
"MATILDA was the daughter of 
one of thoſe brave officers that fell in 
defence of their country during the 
late war. As a penſion was the chief 

14 | 17 


| "ORY, 12 
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a gentleman 
— 1 1 aunt 2 
he ed her into his family, 2 
ence could beſtow, * u — 
fer. At the age of nineteen 2 
rafted the notice of a young o = 
who was with his regiment 2 
town MATiLDa reſided in; 2 
mitted his addreſſes, and We al 
maid was the only perſon w " 
rn f 
he removed with his regimen 8 
diſtant part of England, after an ex- 
of many vows of love — 
cn accompanied with that 
es . * 
bar evan from this period was 


ſes forſook her 
. ro 6 
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cheeks, and peace was a ſtranger to 
her once tranquil boſom. While ſhe 
frequently ſaw her lover, ſhe was in- 
ſenlible to the diftates of prudence 
and delicacy; but when' his abſence 
afforded her time for reflection, ſhe 
felt moſt ſenſibly how very improperly 
. ſhe had acted, by admitting the ad- 
dreſſes of a man whoſe principles ſhe 
was quite unacquainted with, un- 
known to her kind PRO and ge- 
nerous relations. 
_ * Several months had capled,' and 4 the 
received no account of a man towhom 
her ſuſceptible heart was ſo tenderly 
attached. One morning, as ſhe fat 
reading a news-paper, it fell from her 
hand: inſenſibility ſucceeded for ſe- 


| vetal minutes; a dangerous fit of ill- 
en oh neſs 
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neſs enfued; and ſhe continued 1 in the 
moſt imminent danger for ſome time. 
When it pleaſed the Almighty to en- 
able her to quit her room, ſhe then 
took up again the news-paper, which 
informed her of her lover's marriage 
with a rich lady, much older than 
himſelf; and alſo advanced, that a 
propenſity to gaming had obliged him - 
to ſell his commiſſion, and moſt pro- 
bably to marry for a ſubſiſtence. 

This account of a man her youth- 
ful imagination had often repreſented 
as poſſeſſing every virtue, as his man- 
ners and perſon diſplayed every grace, 
was too much for ſenſibility like Ma- 
TiLDA's to ſupport: but ſhe” was 
now endeavouring to forget him, and 
though not reſtored to her former 

cheerfulneſs, 


oy 
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_ cheerfulneſs, or þloam,. appeared to 
| more, WES TOR fan had or forge 
months. 

A year had now paſſes away, and 
the lepient hang of time ſeemed re- 
ſtoring Marry to her former tran- 


 quillity; when being at the play one 


night, ſoon. after ſhe was ſeated in 
the box, his name (which ſhe could 
never: hear without emotion) was 
annoypced, and immediately * * 
n * 0 9 
I This pofortunate fair 3 pre- 
| ſence of mind to ſit during the play, 
at the end of which ſhe begged her 
uncle would take her home. As ſhe 
paſſed the crowd in the lobby, a let- 
ter was put into her hand, the con- 
er wh were, to beg ſhe would 
ati | favour 
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129 
favour him with an interview, ſor 
that he was the moſt miſerable of all 
human beings, being deprived of het 
whom his ſoul doated on. | 

The tender-hearted MaTiLDa 
dropt many tears on reading this 
pathetic epiſtle, but not thinking it 
- prudent to ſend an anſwer, only dif- 
' patched her aunt's maid with his 
picture, and a meſſage importing 
that he muſt return her's. He wrote 
a ſecond letter to inform her that her 
beloved reſemblance was depoſited 
next his heart, that he never would 
part with it while life remained; and 
that he was now going to join the 
army. on the Continent, where he 
hoped an honourable death would 


- : 
3 
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ſioon put an end to the miſeries of a 
man, who never did, nor ever could, 
love any woman but her charming 
On the receipt of this, poor Ma- 
111 D4 took to her bed, where ſhe 
- lingered a fortnight, and then re- 
figned her breath into the hands of 
Him who gave it; leaving an order 
with her confidante to inform her 
relations of her unfortunate attach- 
ment, when releaſed from a world, 
the longer continuance in which her 
own indiſcretion had rendered ſo 
afflicting. e 
I ſhall leave you, my dear Dz114, 
to make your own comments on this 
true and intereſting ſtory; and ſhall 
A, SN have 


» 
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have great pleaſure ſhould it prove a 
warning to every deſerving youthful 
fair one to avoid the vexations and 
miſery of a clandeſtine courtſhip. 


I am, 


moſt affectionately yours, 


HONORIA. 
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To be refign'd, when ils betidey 
Patient, when favours are deny'd, wo Titi 

And pleas'd with favours given; 
Dear DTI, this is wiſdom's part, 


* 


was 


This is that incenſe of the heart, [nt | 


Whole fragrance fmells to heav'n. vv 


0 | ' vw... Corron's Fro. 
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You very july ape e 
Dxz1 14, that Reſignation muſt be the 
foundation of true fortitude; though 
we often ſee inſtances of fortitude 
where there is a total want of Chyiſ 
tian Reſignation. | 1 


Some 
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Some will poſlels great preſence of 
mind in caſes of extremity; and yet, 
when affliftion or diſappointment, 
inſults or injuries, affect their tran- 


quillity, they will behave in a moſt 


impatient and improper manner ; not 
conſidering, that as Chriſtians, they 
muſt expect theſe things as part of 
their Porta 1 nr on 
earth, dhe nad) e dr 
The truly reſi gned are not ſo from 
want of ſenſibility, but from a belief 
that all afflictions will in the end (if 
not occaſioned by their own impro-ꝛ 
per conduct) conduce to their happi- 
neſs, if not in this world, in that 
which is to come; and even when 
our own indiſcretions have cauſed 
us to feel adverſit. 
"ET | Where 
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ſignation, it will be accompanied 
with an humble conviction that we 
have no one to blame but ourſelyes, 
and conſequently, after conviction, 
will follow repentance. Rectitude of 
conduct, and peace of mind, will 
ſoon ſucceed; and an humble and 
aſſured dependance on divine grace 
and aſſiſtance will prevent any future 
ills of our own creating. Should un- 
avoidable afflictions then attend us, 
true fortitude will enable us to ſup- 
port every trial as Chriſtians. , . 


| Clouds that obſcure his ſublunary day,— _ 
But never conquer; ev'n the beſt muſt own, 


Patience and reſignation are the pillars 
Of human peace on earth. 
|  YounG's Night-Thoughts. 


Happineſs 
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Happineſs is What we are all in 
/ purkvit of, and miſery, in ſome de- 
| Fee; is every where to be found; but 
if we cultivate humility, and practiſe 
reſignation, we may, almoſt in any 
ſituation, acquire an internal ſatisfac- 
tion that is infinitely ſuperior to any 
external proſperity, unaccompanied 
by that peace which the reſigned 
_ Chriſtian experiences, who firmly be- 
lieves that the all-gracious Being, 
who has ſeen fit to inflit, will moſt 
4 alſuredly enable us to e his fa- 
tt herly corrections. 
| » __- True Chriſtian fortitude kh 
from thoſe hearts that are affection- 
ately devoted to their heavenly Fa- 
ther, whoſe will they can ſubmit to 
even in the w_ trials. 
Aen. Should 


7 


— 37 


Should it pleaſe the Great Diſ- 
poſer, in whoſe hands are the 
iſſues of life and death,” to deprive 
nections; to reduce others by loſſes, 
injuries, or diſuppointments, from 
a ſtate of affluence to one of de- 
pendance: Should ſickneſs fade the 
cheeks, or diſeaſe debilitate the per- 
ſons of any who are reſigned Chriſ- 
tians, they will have fortitude not 
only to ſupport themſelves, but alſo 
be enabled, by Him on whom they 
depend, reſolutely to practiſe every 
duty their reſpective ſituations may 
call forth into action. And when 
the time approaches that all their 
trials are drawing to a concluſion, 
how delighted wilt thoſe, who have 

e 07 behaved 
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' hehaved with reſignation and forti- 
tude during their earthly pilgrim- 
age, look forward, when on the brink 
of the grave, to a heavenly country, 
where all tears will be wiped from 
their eyes, and thoſe afflictive ſcenes 
which appeared then ſevere, will, 
upon recollection, occaſion unſpeak- 
able joy; while all the trifling plea- 
ſures of this world will be entirely 
forgotten. 
Ibe following quotation * a 
late moſt excellent publicationꝰ is ſo 
applicable to the ſubject I am treat- 
ing of, that I will tranſcribe it for your 
peruſal. hoo tut, det Hh, 
But when this corruptible ſhall 
| have put on incorruption, when this 
Deeper __T@(_PODOD——_———_ 
any on the Happineſs of the Life to Come. 


* 
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mortal ſhall have put on immortality, 
we ſhall be freed from all infirmities. 
Sickneſs and pain ſhall no more dif- 
turb our moſt uſeful occupations, our 


moſt innocent pleaſures. Our ſenſes, 


being perfected to « degree of which 
vue can at preſent form no idea, will 
convey to the ſoul an endleſs variety 
of delightful impreſſions. In the en- 
joyment of eternal youth and health, 
with our faculties and taſtes in a ſtate 
of continual improvement, our plea- 
ſures and our virtues will be con- 
tinually increaſing. Our purſuit of 
knowledge will no longer be attended 
with wearineſs or diſguſt; our virtues 
will no more be mixed with imper- 
fection, nor our pleaſures end in grief 
and diſappointment.” 


| Who 


140 ON | RESIGNATION 


| Who finds not Providence all good and wiſe, 


een eee e, 
1 kor. 


u ae Ape 
being to be happy in this world, 
without an entire truſt and confi- 
dence in GO in whom we live, 
move, and have our being.“ When 


we have attained this divine duty of 


reſignation to che will of our Creator 
and Redeemer, we ſhall ſoon be 
cheerfully reſigned to all the diſpen- 
ſutions of his providence. Whether 
it ſhall bleſs with the ſunſhine of proſ- 
perity, or permit the clouds of adver- 
ſity to caſt a gloom over our natural 
cheerfulneſs, the delightful reflection 
that we are continually under his im- 
mediate care and direction, will in- 
creale 


C53 1 
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creaſe every u 
W ſtate. | 


| We were the happieſt pair of human kind: 
mr 
And back return'd again: 

; Another, and another, ſiniling came, | 
And faw our happineſs unchang'd remain: 


| Pall her golden clin E 


O fatal, fatal ſtroke! 

That all this pleafing fabrick love had rais d 
On which een wanton vice with envy gas d., 
And every ſcheme of bliſs our hearts had form'd, 
TS e Ne A I | 
2 | 
FE 


I think you will be pleaſed with 
the following hiſtory :— 
Doniuonp had ſpent the early 
ak a life in what is called the gay 
world: 
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world: when he was near thirty, he 
retired with a moſt amiable wife and 
one child into the country, where he 
paſſed twelve years in all that peace 
and connubial felicity attendant on 
a happy marriage. His blooming 
daughter SzRENA lived till this pe- 
riod in as perfect felicity as is con- 
ſiſtent with a ſtate of mortality, when 
it pleaſed the Great Diſpoſer to de- 
prive her of a moſt excellent mother. 
Her father was a ſenſible, a brave, 
and was eſteemed a good man; and 
yet, when he experienced this trial, 
he plainly ſhewed that he wanted the 
pure ſource of true fortitude—Chriſ- 


tian reſignation. Inſtead of meekly 


- bowing to the throne of Omnipo- 


tence on this trying occaſion, he be- 
© 1 06A came 


ON RESIGNATION. 146 


came peeviſh, haughty, and unſoci- 
able; and though he doated on his 
daughter, yet his want of reſignation 
made him ſometimes treat her with 
apparent ſeverity. 

SERENA dearly loved her father; 
and in the hope he would ſoon acquire 
that reſignation, which (young as ſhe 
was) ſhe knew could only reconcile 
them to this heavy affliction, ſhe was 
continually on her knees ſupplicating 
the Almighty in his behalf. 

A year had paſſed without making 
any alteration in the conduct of the 
parent, or abating the piety of the 
child; when one night, after being a 
painful witneſs of her father's want 
of Chriſtian fortitude during the pre- 

_ day, ſhe wrote the following 


ADDRESS 
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* * T * 1 - 

DOHRL 06-4000 ; 3& © HOR 
24: BTY ADDRESS 5 
eit t 10 2 74 17) — 1 443 Me is 
Hol fut. To ena rien. ++ 

Om 

£13117 * — 7x 


A ah * 
To me thy aid impart, 
— thy al-oothing aid 
Sweet peace ſhall fill my heart. 


This mortal frame of mine, 
While thy mild influence thal prevail, 3 
e ani 113 
1 9,49 
| Thoughrvarioutll fhould we torment, A 
S Boer pony) ou tas em 
11 Wei u 0 Uns 


„ 


4 


has 
* 
— 
- 


| Kaen to heoven'sahnigey vu, ' 

I | While life's ſy ift race I run, * | 
oh! grant L may continue fill // r 

mitt | To ay God's wiki BE DONE.” - 


aaa MELANTHE 
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| MELANTHE was a worthy woman, 
and neighbour to SzrxztxaA. She 
called on her in the morning to take 
a walk, and finding the ſleeping in- 
nocent with her poem on the pillow, 
it occurred to her that it might be pro- 
ductive of good. She went with it 
in her hand to SzxrxA's father, and 
wiping a tear which ſhe wiſhed not 
to repreſs, gave it to him, ſaying, If, 
DoxinonD, you can read this, and 
yet act contrary to the diftates of re- 
ſignation, I give you up as incorri- 
gible to every amiable ſenſation; you 
muſt be inſenſible. - 

Dox1imonD received his daughter 
at breakfaſt in the moſt affectionate 
manner, begged ſhe would give her 
innocent muſe every poſſible encou- 
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ragement, and then aſſured her it 
ſhould. be his conſtant endeavour to 
imitate, in his future conduct, the 
ſentiments of the following moſt 
charming poet. 


© YET, O my ſoul! thy rifing murmurs ſtay; 
Nor dare th All-wiſe Diſpoſer to arraign, | 
Or againſt his ſupreme decree 
| With impious grief complain. hs 
That all thy full-blown joys at once ſhould fade 
"Was his welt righteous will, and be that will 
obey'd! | 
gz to tor conteoch 
| | Andy in jhels low abodes of fla and pain | 
Her pure exalted ſoul, 
_ . UVnjuſtly, for thy partial qeods detgin? 
No rather ftrive thy grovelling mind to raife 
Up to that unclouded blaze; 8 
That heavenly-radiance of eternal light, 
| In whckentrg', he now with pike 
erer mortal bis | 
285 2 Lord Lev L.etOn's Monody. 
,- 27. 11 2. We 
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We all, ſometime or other, feel, 
from the loſs of thoſe we love, the 
emotions of ſorrow; and far be it from 
me to take from real grief its luxury 
of woe. They muſt want Chriſtian 
ſenſibility, I ſhould ſuppoſe, who wiſh 
to deprive the human heart of thoſe 
ſenſations that render it amiable, and 
cannot be incompatible with the re- 
ligion of our divine Maſter, who him- 
ſelf condeſcended to weep for his de- 
ceaſed friend Lazarus. 

What I would beg leave to recom- 

mend is, not a ſtoical inſenſibility to 
the loſſes we are all ſubject to; but, 
after our human feelings have been 
properly indulged, that we would 
permit a reſigned will to the diſpen- 
1 2 ſations 
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ſations of the Almighty to take place 

e ſorrow. 

8 

4 Arc thou dejeated? i thy mind o'ereaft? 

© Go, fix ſome weighty truth; 

Chain down ſome paſſion, do ſome gen'rous good; 
Teach ignorance to ſee, or grief to ſmile : 

Correct thy mind, befriend thy greateſt foe, 

4 Or with warm heart, and confidence divine, 

Spring up and lay ſtrong hold on Him 


of YounG's Night-Thoughts. 


They who have paſſed a great part 
of their lives without feeling the feli- 
city that awaits a religious mode of 
conduct, when they do feel them- 
ſelves diſpoſed, could not, I ſhould 
ſuppoſe, do better than follow the 
advice contained in the preceding 
5 moſt charming lines. 


Dejection 
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beſt of Chriſtians; and they eannot 
help exclaiming, with the inſpired 
Pſalmiſt, Why art thou fo full of 
heavineſs, oh my ſoul! and why art 
thou ſo diſquieted within-me?” But 
as their truſt is in the Father of mer- 
cies and God of all conſolation, He 
will not fail to give them comfort 'in 
the hour of deſpondency: for melan- 
choly leaves the heart when Chriſtian 
reſignation enters; her divine aſſiſt- 


ance will enable them to ſmile in the 
agony of pain, to rejoice in the dax 


of adverſity, and to believe in that 
bleſſed Word, which aſſures them that 


Every thing ſhall work together for 


good to thoſe that fear the Lord; and 
by 
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pr patience and long · ſuffering ſeek 
for glory and immortality.” 
Adieu] my young 1 and re- 
1 | 
' © Should fortune frown, and adverſe be thy fate, 
Viet Reſignation will its ings abate; . 
"  _ Yet cheriſh till fair hope s expanding flower, 
That points to joys the patient will approve 
” An the bright regions of the bleſt above. 


HONORIA. 
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